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Characterization of a novel F-type maltocin and identification of its gene cluster

ZHOU Wei, LIU Zehui, LI Xinyu, LIU Liangyi, SHI Bozhang, WU Han, HUANG Yuping*
(College of Life Sciences, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, Hubei, China)

Abstract: Stenotrophomonas maltophilia is an opportunistic pathogen, with multi-drug resistance. Bacteriocin is a
kind of bactericidal protein or protein complex synthesized by bacteria, and the morphology of phage tail-like bacteriocin is
similar to the phage tails of Myoviridae or Siphoviridae and can be divided into R-type and F-type. Maltocin F1 isolated
in this study was detected as a new F -type phage tail-like bacteriocin synthesized by S. maltophilia c25. Transmission
electron microscopy showed that its morphology was similar to the tail of Siphoviridae. The bactericidal activity of malto-
cin F1 was up to 64 000 AU/mL. Thirty-two strains of the 64 tested strains were sensitive to maltocin F1. Sequence
analysis and gene knockout experiment predicted that the gene cluster of maltocin F1 was composed of 18 genes, the ar-
rangement of which was consistent with that of the tail structural genes of phage lambda . This is the first time to isolate
the F-type phage tail-like bacteriocin synthesized by S. maltophilia. Maltocin F1 has strong bactericidal ability and broad
bactericidal spectrum, suggesting that it is a potent substitute of antibiotics in the treatment of S. maltophilia infections.
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WA, W2 2 TR 3R M T R Y A BOR A
B SR T B fE T e (B IR SR PR TR m .
B AN KSR 22 T 25, 4 B 8 3k b P iR a] i 5
PR 7K T2 RS AR A5 BT 1 22 FL I 2 0 AR ORI i T g
2 2RSSR ARG I RIG T MERE . H AT LI
O B T AL T A 4 2090 Sl 4 3K B B 1Y) 2 2EE 1 24 3 D A
Z =

4 7 R (bacteriocin) 42 — 2§ B 40 T/ & WL #Y 28 1A
Biall i AW, A @A L — R R T H X
A TR LA R IR BB A TR AR A ) S S rh Ak T
PRI MRl A0 B R A AR [, AT g3 Sk B0 )
fith %) 2 T 2R RN 22 DX 4 05 1 4 7 3R, G b 2R A
& ¥ 41 B§ % (phage tail-like bacteriocin, PTLB) J& i
T 2 B g i 20 B R R S DK PTLB
SO RAVHF AP ZS . RAVPTLRBIES KA TR
I B AR (Myoviridae) 1) & &8 , T A 45 , 45 ¥ L % R
R EMRFE 2 HATC A PTLB K2
O RANYSF A PTLB JE 2 J5 K R W B A4 (Si-
phoviridae) W) &R , 2 HOR AT i 4, 2540 A 24 ik
AR . PTLBfE AL o 72 rp 55 W 8 A — 7 1
G KAR K Z B PTLB 3 K F£ I AE w5 s 7Y
) 0 TR A 224 i L R PT LB Bk 31 M ANl 7 &
2R RG . W9 & PTLB HA & 0 AR H 5k
F XK PTLB X T B B B 45 A & R 4F 1Y

A5 53 85 B — Tl ph g 27 2F SE R B M TR AR Y
F R PTLDB, fiy 4 } " % 2F # & F1(maltocin F1) , il
GE T H IR A EAL R R AR TR R e T R
R I T R 2 2 T 5 M T 2 I 2 M ) i D O
PRt — e S %,

1 #M5FE
1.1 BHRRAEREAH

AW I S 65 Bk g A 2F 5 5% B0 M I T R 2
H A S 30 % DR AT, Hovh Vg 22 2 SE 3R BT 25 3 i
H R MR A, WL 2P T R A T bk . B4
EEFF M R E LB WK R &P, F 30 C,
200 rpm 4I% 37 55 #=7
1.2 XA A3 4

i 25 R T EE 4R U T OXOID 24 Wl 5 54k
W1 EDTA W 7 [ 25 4 A Ak 7l 50 A BRA 7 5 3R
. Tris, PEG8000 I F BioFroxx /A Fl ; & F & %
R AHR 2AERCH TR REEERFARL
) ; 8 [ i K T Thermo Fisher Scientific 2y &) ; i
/NN & T R AR AR AR BR A 7 5 i i
R A & T OMEGA A wl . AL H 5l ¥
W&,
1.3 EFRAZANY BHALK

16 % B0 (ODyg = 1. 0) 1 W8 22 2F 55 37 B0 14

WO EPUERBANKRE ST, PTLB RN TIAIT EW A 1% (m/ V) B2 R 0.5 mg/mL Y
22 H i 245 1 0 D T SR e P v A T B 2 5852 C, T 30°C,200 rpm PR 535 6 ho WM

®1 AXEHASY

Table 1 Primers used in this study

5145551 (5-3") FH &

EIE/EL S

TT-LAF AGATCTTCAACATCACCGGCGTTGCGCC N
P H4 B gene0230 19 I i ) J5 ¥
TT-LAR TGACCTGGAACATCAGGCTGCCATGGTGTATTTCCT
TT-RAF AGGAAATACACCATGGCAGCCTGATGTTCCAGGTCA N .
48 G bR gene0230 (AR Ui IR
TT-RAR CTCGAGACGTTGTAATCCAGCCCGATCG
TTL CTCGAGATGGCACTCAAGCTTCCC’ ‘ .
TTR GGATCCTCAGGCGCCCTCGACCAG UM gene0230, 3\ pETPSHIR A S
TT-CL CAGCCGGTGGCAGAACTGTG . N
N ) K gene0230 J2: 75 ik 143 i 3
TT-CR CTCATTCCTGTTGCATCTGCTC
HTC-LAF AGATCTATGCCATCGAAGATGATC N
o ) ) ) ) P YA R BR gene0227 W) L Ui [R) PR
HTC-LAR CGTTCATGGCGTTGCTGCGGTCAGCAGGGGCATCGA
HTC-RA F TCGATGCCCCTGCTGACCGCAGCAACGCCATGAACG N .
) ) P IR gene0227 (R i ] PV
HTC-RA R CTCGAGTCGGGAATGGAACCTTCG
HTCL CTCGAGATGCCCCTGCTGACCC ‘ .
HTC R AAGCTTTCATGGCGTTGCTGCC UM gene0227, 3\ pETPSHIR I S
HTC-C L GCCAGAAGCCCATGGTGAAG . .
Kl gene0227 J2 75 Wi 5% 1 2N
HTC-C R TGTTGCGGATCAGGGTGTTG
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12 000 rpm #5.0> 10 min, Y 5 B3, 82 PR, 15 5
Mg LR E M. BU50 mIL Mg 3 2 T R,
FH 0. 22 pm I8 B8 2L 08, ) BRI A 4% (m/ V) 1)
PEG8000 #1 3% (m/V) 1) NaCl™' |, 78 43 1 &) , 12
000 rpm #.L> 30 min, 7 75, 1 mL TE 2% uf i 9%
HULYE 12 h, 12 000 rpm .0 10 min J5 19 L3 W R
VAR 0 A0 T R 5 T A R R R B0 A B A
TR g 27 ZE TR R FE S .
1.4 SENRELFHE

BT pL Sk 1 T 22 2F TR AR L T TE R ) L
FH 206 B I IR U4l B g, T 08 S 3 2o 7 S E B 0
R FWERILE,
1.5 HEFAZTHFRETRAN

SR FHOBUJZ8 - ks A6 00 4 7 28 1 R PR T M
J6 B 50 pl 8 7% B B AT 4 mL 45 46 0 LB 2 [ 14
R L IR A EITE LB VAR b i85 U2 A 98 )5
Vo8 A7 ZE TR R AR AR 2 A5 R BE AR R I 2 p L AR RV
T I B MR T, BT 30 CH% FR e, WA T
P JF SRR TR A
1.6 FlR &K KH %R

fifi FH R TR pDM4 A8 #E i bR 2k Ak, LA
A2 B SE IR MR 25 3£ N4 DNA I BH , H TT-
LA F/RHA TT-RA F/R5I%, i it PCR 4 19 1
bRV O o S PCRAE b T I [ R
B PR A )RS A A pDMA4, B 2
& gene0230 #9 % /& pDM4-TT; F§ HTC-LA F/R A
HTC-RA F/R 51 %, R BUA W 7 2 # 2 &l bR
gene0227 W AR pDMA-HTC . Jl i #4886 ik
W 430 A e AW 22 28 S R TR T 25, 2 I AE AR 3R
Jei  FHRE M 35 % Rk 0 18 AR A H 00 i IRk 2% A TR BE
J 38 2 PCR R AN 3 36 0E B Y JE X2 75 # R
B
1.7 AR w4

i FH R pBTP3 4 2 [m] b 28 44 . DL g 22 25
FEIRPAMTE c25 K N4 DNA N#i# , JH TT F/R 3|
YIAMHTC F/REI1Y), PCRY 1 H # 3 A gene0230
i gene0227 , I ¥4 Ho 43 5l 4 A KL pBTP3 1 P3 )3
B F 225 8 A RO T b A o e A v A2
25 B T 25 Bl TR BRI

2 HREASMW
2.1 WEFHENHYENR

FEIF T L 0 UBE N UL Sl Ak g A 2E TR R 1B
B D). BEFRZILREM T KB E AR E
LKA 120 nm, %62 7.5 nm, J& TFARIPTLB, ¥ H

A HVEAZZF R F Lo

st IO R R DY
L#IH-7000FAl 75kV_[150000x |15-01-15.16:17 [

— 100 nm—

1 BEFHEFIEESEFEMETHRS

Fig. 1 Morphology of maltocin F1 under transmission

electron microscopy

2.2 EAFWEAFINFEHE

X J2 B ik K I e IR E 22 28 R R F 1R Y
64 Vg 27 25 52 3% 2 M TR A9 32 W R 05 T2 410 1 B,
X 20k B A 0 B PR A B 0, X 12 A B 4 o e
EABUIR(E 2) . LLIX 32 bk 18 & 25 55 37 5 1 1
HPE R KB F R EFL A E (£ 2) .
SER N MG SR E P b 6 Rk T R S M A
&, 38 E 64 000 AU/mL. i T A9 S5 56 2k 5 A 1 4
Bl e g3 B B 1Y g 22 2 SR SR TR 25 1R S e A A
WEF1IRIE R .

(@) ANZE YR (b) IR
2 BEFERFIASERETE TR EERRRER
ErinEE

Fig. 2 Maltocin F1 spot samples form plagues of differ-

ent transparency on indicator plates

2.3 "BEEAFHFFLHRMK

Y082 W R FLAEARRNEE T /K 10 min, i
TR VKV A1, FORUZ S Bk 6 0 H R R S v (2 3) .
gE R F I IR AE 30~60 CIt Mg & ZF I R F1AEMS
A7 5 v T S TR T M 5 R BE R T 60 “C I R R
ik, 65 CE &4 K .
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Table 2 Bactericidal activity of maltocin F1 against Steno-

trophomonas maltophilia strains

W bR G AW E/(AUmL )
c20 1000
B, ¢9, c10 2 000
R, 18, 20, 13, cl4 4000
H, 19, c4 8 000
L,0,5,9,10, 14,17 16 000
1,11,12,15, 21, ¢5, ¢8 32000
N, 22, 25, 28, 31, c18 64 000

*3 BEFEEFINBESEE

Table 3 Temperature sensitivity of maltocin F1

g /°C AB I PE/(AUmL )
30 64 000
35 64 000
40 64 000
45 64 000
50 64 000
55 32 000
60 16 000
65 0

W ZF R F LB I A2k B 100 pg/

mL #9 & [ i K, 50 ‘C/K % 20 min J& , BUZ F ik &
o0 40 B L U] VE R F R FLAY A R
HE
2.4 EFHEFIOEARKEE AL oM

S W 48 58 N T Ve 2 2 SE SR AT 25
B 4 5 K 20 1 2 (GenBank No. CP129112) , 51 ¢
BT & B 25 TR 1 35 DR 2L A 1 A 9000 ) T O A X
B, — A DR R AR Y AR R A 1 o8
L2, U 25 W A — NI IR AR 0 — X
42K 16 465 bp, GC 5 5 1 6526, 155 M gene0227
2| gene0244 3L 18 AT F) K&K o LA gene0227 L
BRI T ATG R A SRR X254 15000 35 P 4 15 1y
FHBLASTp M LS5 R WL 4. BLASTp X b
J2 310 /4> JH PR 150000 3] 44 5% T e A 1, G 2 R TR A HE
51| 5 Lambda 15 5 1A B 30 405 # 35 IR A HE 91 — 8.
H, gene0230 Ji it 19 A 125 A7 Wi T K R A AR VAR AT
B 4 <1 45 K 3k Phage _tail 3, & 45 4 1 2 Ik 7 1A 22 34
B EE g E A [, 7 gene0227 W 1 Ui AN
gene0244 1) Jite Yo 1 A RG] 5 5 1 1k Sk 350 285+ A
HABEAH R B FE A, P HEW gene0227 3] gene0244
DX G G 22 2R T 3R F L SR IR %

Ny it — 0 A % X IO VB 2 2E TR F L AL
fe 38 b [ R R 2H R PR R R A L B R T c25 TR AR Y
gene0230, 43 | LA WE 22 2F 55 5% B L B 25 A Bk 2% 7
BRAE M BH, F TT-C L/R5I #8547 PCR KGN, 25

x4 BEFEERFFIIH

Table 4 Gene sequence analysis of maltocin F1

R MEGS3) KN T 2 e W ] 145 44 R GenBank No. #=8/% HMMUE/%  Ef4

0227 1-513 170 WAk e E A YongL.1-251 UPT53223.1 95 27.27  9X10°®
0228 510-860 116 g pR {4k Bk R A Silvanus QYW02482.1 96 30.09  4X10°°
0229  884-1240 118 HEEHA 1522 WBK39709.1 97 31.90  6x10°"
0230  1312-1971 219 WHWikRESHED BUCT603 QVW29540.1 100 5491  8x10®
0231  1971-2 279 102 W5 B 4 R 3 4 il 43 7 1R Silvanus QYWO02486.1 100 30.84  9X107°
0232 2330-2587 85 fBuE M Fayden WCD55528.1 83 45.07  1X107"
0233 2699-4 027 442 W R A AR E PSTRCR 117lys  QQK88358.1 46 39.25  1X10°¥
0234 40244 353 109 W A BB A M Kintu WWAT79509.1 100 51.82  8X107"
0235 43625528 388 BEEH RP13 BCG50056.1 68 3542  1X10°7
0236 56466 797 383 BEEH BUCT608 QXN67284.1 84 35.09  3Xx10°®
0237 6829-7 950 373 BEEHA RP13 BCG50056.1 75 3472 1X107Y
0238  7952-8 404 150 HEHEA vB mSmaM Bhz51 WVW77080.1 94 4750  4X107%
0239 84179 556 379 BEENA BUCT608 QXN67284.1 69 39.85  8x107*
0240  9597-10733 378 fHEHEN RP13 BCG50056.1 70 37.76  2Xx107*
0241 10886-11581 231 WEEEREIHEHL CUBI19 UWJ04741.1 99 67.39  1x10
0242 11 645-12385 246 k7 BUCTxx99 WPH68488.1 99 52.65  1x10°*
0243 1237812980 200 WEHIKEMMEMT 7ZQG1 WID42047.1 99 5477 1X10°"
0244 12977-16 465 1162 WiHKREZEA Kintu UWJ04746.1 97 56.93 0.0
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B 19 PCR 4545 024 1 992 bp, 2% B bk ) PCR 4578
KU/INRE A1 344 bp, LUK 25 51 5 UM AHAF | #5278
BRAr 4 0 c25ATT, WK 3(a) . XF 25 1 M c25ATT
W AT 22 248 R (MMC) 75, B0 0 5 19 35 W0
I FE B2 AL E, c25 B RS RE & R B
C25ATT W Y FF &b JC 30 1 B, WL 18 3 (b) o ik B
gene0230 W Rk F 3G 2 R F1 L4 .
1 gene0230 1 [ 4 84K pBTP3-TT , 38 2o 2 & %
5 N c25ATT, Inl #b B A% filr 44 4 c25ATT/ gene0230.
W c25ATT/ gene0230 1) W W #E 17 MMC 5 T, HU
O JE B T VRO N AE L ST A b R A T B T
P, W 3(b) . i T RS ZF R & F1 25U F Lambda
Wk P A FE 5, T 8 A8 K 11 A Lambda W B (% 2 30 20 ¢
AR AR EET, LR E AR R A A
FE 38 o b 2R B Y R A AR AT R A 2 [
b R A R AR AR AR A, S O T 8 R
2 e ok B P W SE N SR R B R AT R S
MR TR E B2 W R FLI A .

B E R T 25 WK gene0227 ., 43 3| LI g
27 ZF O SR B TR 25 R 2k TR B 19 JE 4 DNA R

M - 1 2
2000bp
1000 bp
750 bp
500 bp
250bp
100bp
@
1 2 3
©

FEH, HHTC-C L/R 51 ¥ #47 PCRAG I, c25
) PCR 2% b 24 1762 bp , #t 2% B #& 1) PCR 457 K
/NI R 1279 bp, HL UK 25 5 55 T AR AT R Ok TR B
N e25AHTC, WK 3(c) o *F c25H Ml c25AHTC
AT MMC 755, B0 T 09 38 W0 N e 32
M b, & B c25AHTC B Y FE & 1) 410 B8 15 P ) L
C25 T AR il ik 25 0055, ULIE 3(d) , B gene0227 1Y
BRAGHELEFHEZFINhEHA T W, Wi
gene0227 WY [0l #h 2 4K pBTP3-HTC, i 1 # & vk #%
A €25AHTC, ol % W # Ay %4 A c25AHTC/
gene0227, ¥ c25AHTC/gene0227 W) W W #t 17
MMC i 5, BUES 0 J5 1 538 VR0 I AE BUZ Al L
A B T R K R KO, LR 3(d) .

34t i

WE 22 ZF SR WM — PR RE RS TR T E R Y
A EOR TR i R AE IR AL 35 il 2 TR AT | K2 PR
Wb PR AR G IR A I A 2F SR SR ML T R 2 B
DA ZR I 24, Bk 25 807 T 24 1k LA, 3 91045 58 0K ) 3R
TR 25 L o IR I, VR T I 22 2F BE 5R SN Y

M - 1 2
2000bp \ Y
(S——
1000 bp
750 bp
500 bp
250bp
100bp
®)
1 2 3
@

3 gene02307F0 gene0227 IR R 5 B %b
Fig. 3 Gene knockout and supplement of gene0230 and gene0227
(a), PCR&GM gene0230 7% : M, DL 2000 DNA marker; —, oA ; 1, c25 B ; 2, c25ATTHM ; (b), XJZFHik
KM B LS AR BT 1, 25T ; 2, c25ATT B ; 3, c25ATT/gene0230 W ; (¢), PCR A gene0227 i 5% -
M, DL 2000 DNA marker; -, Je#iH; 1, c25 B ; 2, c25AHTC & ; (d), BUZE Mk 46 I B i 105 e I i s ik - 1,

C25 W ; 2, c25AHTCHW ; 3, c25AHTC/gene0227 W

(a), detection of gene0230 knockout by PCR: M, DL 2000 DNA marker; —, no template; 1, ¢25; 2, ¢25ATTB; (b), de-
tection of bactericidal activity by double-layer plate method: 1, ¢25; 2, c25ATT; 3, c25ATT/gene0230; (c), detection of
gene0227 knockout by PCR: M, DL 2000 DNA marker; —, no template; 1, ¢25; 2, ¢25AHTC; (d), detection of bacteri-
cidal activity by double-layer plate method : 1, ¢25; 2, ¢c25AHTC; 3, c25AHTC/gene0227
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SRR TR, s LA R I SE T & SHR S AR
JrE W fE B . PTLB 5 200 g g 1k — FE LA &
PR, AT IR YT 2 E 25 0 R s i B PTLB
Ll i R AR B L & R R A R A S . BETE
A PTLB ATk it b e 3l W) iy 408, an R JH R Y
¥ TR 2 A U T A S {1 BT 1 /N R A S G
UE S 3 R A M PTLB YRR 22 3L R, fiEfli PTLB
AT R 2 MR T Wk F R PR i R R 2 3
TRV Z8 30 A T O TR A A L8 A B 22 L IR il A il F AR
VB EBA T HEEALIS ARG, XL
¥ W] PTLB R A4 v il 590 (4 08 70 Fn iz FH A0 (6 .
EEFHEFLE—FFRPTLE, X &H K5
BRI E A FAESEAM  AER F BRI PTLB, J¥ 514
MrEHFIEFRESH SN IERA, &S
BLASTp % HRf Hrf 10 A4~ 356 R 4 55 1) 28 14 38030
ABUREME M. ¥ F1EF %S GenBank £ £
(1) g F7 2F 55 37 0 B 6 PR A 0B AT BLAS T Xt HE, &
A 8 A K 4l A xRy X g A LR KT
80% , I XK F A PTLB M K fi 7R g # 5 F5 1
JiL TR v AR SF . R 28 PTLB S fE 1 6 Fl i 2
i Ay W TR R i Bk DR sk B P 4 5 1 2 AR
PTLB 41 %% 5¢ W5 24 f# 40 14 , i PTLB B it 2] g
AN SR AE 25 B R R A P g A S R P12 N 7%
(bR U AR K B e R 2 A DG Y SR
T c25 TR I I T TR A A 24 S I O R K A R
1) TR A RS B A o PR RS 2 2R R F LY
TR AT RE AR 025 B R W B AR I 24 M R e . AR B
AT R D ) 25 B A A I RO 1) UK B L RS2 i
MR F1AENE 2L 64 MR Vg 27 25 55 3% 20 v b Y
— BRI R, I 0 B R 2 B HE AR R A R TR TR A T
HLAE 60 CLATN M I BE b — BLOR K558 i i B 1% L LA
I gE R R e 7 2R TR R F 1A &0 A 2R TR T 1 R A
I A 5T HARER S R A B T

&% 3Lk
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