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Research progress on microbial rhodopsins
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Beijing 100050, China)

Abstract: Microbial rhodopsins are photoreceptive proteins widely found in microorganisms. These proteins are cat-
egorized into two families: type I microbial rhodopsins and the recently discovered microbial heliorhodopsin. The two
protein families have similar seven transmembrane helices but opposite membrane orientations. These rhodopsins partici-
pate in a portfolio of distinct light-driven energy and sensory transduction processes through conformational changes of the
shared seven transmembrane helices during the simliar photocycle. In this overview, we discuss the research progress of
microbial rhodopsins, including the discovery, classification, structural function, and ecological roles of these two rhodop-
sin families.
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i, RIOGIR S B) 7 A%, A 45 A AL BT 7 1) Ah 32 3 s
S PN A2 RN ) A S 5 (2) 98I AZ 75 (photosen-
sory receptors ) I F 't 35 HCHR 558 45 2ok 9 5 40 i i
o CHMHE YIS L0 G 5t i U 5
A5G He 2% 25 R AR ELAE 5 8 B 40 o 0 A%
e i £ 1 45 R SR A B AR O A B A T &5
A S5 it %) 8 140 5 P DL RO 1T 45 T Bl gl B e T Y
ERCK i e

N W S el N I NE 2 € QAL 7K -
ZL Al 4 e O A Sy ke T TR IR T S
13T g # B, T 52 BOCAE PRt A (WL R 3) .
S FE AR 2 0 Rk AT R 1 TE) A A ELAE S R A

BRI A2k . BT, S R A 00 A1 e T AT
o] 3] 4 2 X S50, SIS 5 0 2R 20 B ek 2
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FANTE T LAIZ R A 44 O 20 T R 56 21 5T (bac-
teriorhodopsin, BR) . 1991 4F, Oesterhelt %/ [ B T
24 TR A EE 2 AT S SR A T RE L T AR A L Ak
FRGBHTATP A M. FELT— RN E54
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Fig.1 Structural comparison of the recognized rhodopsin types
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Fig. 2 Functions of microbial rhodopsins
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Fig.3 Light cycle process driven by microbial rhodopsins

SO FAEM B (S TER B S B R
SFZMCE Y ORI R B A A
SRR D B P\ 22 S0 2 A H At A B R 9t 5
et TR, B2 8Nz U, [Al it 32 W) 5 41
B SEHE 10] 55 — > i o AR SO R B R oy 745
e REAVE AL AR 25 2 B S R A W R 18y o O
T £ H R X T (ol A 1 0 5 20 o A9 T 9 R

1 MEMMEIRN S HME
1.1l RFRAEALLR

OO 2 B A )32 0 T R Gl 2 0 00 5 0 o
—JOGIR S Y B A . T K A P A R
T HEAT R i RS A7, TR S 5% Ak o Ak 2 S, Sy
ATP & A N SN W 5% 32 041 i 32 Bl 45 i 72 42 41t
7.
1.1.1 A4 i

20t 20 60 4R AR A7 2% & & IR VE R FT 1 40 g
JB IS A7 AE — b 4 s SR Y 58 BEHOIR 19 2R
FPL AR 204 70 4R AR L, Oesterhelt 55 HiE 512
R R e — P A A B A (retinylidene ) 1
SR N N A B R AN N R R AN
JBE Hy — A~ 7 A SR 1 15 T A R A 45 A T DO
T P 400 R 2L, e R K T S R AN, A
T 77 A 0 (1 Pl 2 AR S B ATP B9 A il 74T
BRI A48 21 5 9 DG4I 2 H L AS [R) R 4 1 400 6 T o ] 4
AR L e, DT R S5 DA A0 5 1) S A0 1 1R AT

iz (W 3) . Al UL IO 3% (visible absorption spec-
troscopy ) Zr BT 48 7E TOGTE I LS 20 BT B A 64
v fa] 25, 338 oo Pr 2 HJE (Resonance Raman) #1 FT-
IR 3% (FTIR spectroscopy ) £ AR %58 1 [A] 45 /9
SEH AR (VLI 3) o DG T 04 4 o A0 55 £L Bl 5
M4 2 Call-trans ) 7% 78 Ry 13 A0 4544 (13-cis) o
[F] i) 7 M ] 25 R A 9% B8 (Schiff base) 25 51 516
M AE N RS CEF B 1. 456 € S22 FDE
CERIR = TR S 7 R AN Do (RN A T S
FAE MUE JC S 56 7% 2 40 M AN, 76 M g A8 15 i Ay R
DA i B W A A R A T R AL A Sy —
ol 7 58 1% S B Bl 00 9 e ds A, DR L AR R Y vk 46 T =X
5 T 2 R 43 1 O % D S DA B b A 2 O AR
A ERAEZENE L
L1.2 RS

T S R T R KRR R AT R R R AL, A
A BT 56— A 40 B R 5 A0 S A ) L 52 20 o - A8 0B
PSS LT T o A6 X8 43 oK 35 5 W Fl gk A R DX 41 I )
B, Béja A T — Bk AT - IAT B (Gam-
maproteobacteria) SAR86 W 5 24 v Bt . 1% F Bt
7 — A~ 5y TR ke 5% 20 TR IR 5E 2T 5 AH L AR T
30% MM SR 2L I B M . B S, AE KW T 1 1Y) R TR
RIKRG D ZEE RN PR WL B RN, HRA
PR B G 2 00 BT S Pk

L B T RE W 9€ R B, SARS6 A JE ML 45 41 i 7E
LRG0 HI A (520 nm) 9O e K, B 518K 2
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KA RS — Y. ILEAA ,Bea " k
IR AR T A28 215 4 W AT ' 33 Bt 2 A (] T 3 R BE Y
SO 8 722 A AR Ak CBP BE & TR BE B 35 I, WG g
M5 490 nm A 3 6 F 29 540 nm YL E) . X F
PR 58 21 5 W SOOI 3 1) A [] 2 T B A 0 7 AN [] B
B AR A ) SRR 22— o AR IR 5 2T B G T R
BL A o LM 25 A 10 4% W 105 7 & L R (4
PRIL 58 £ 3T 1Y 93 60 ) A LR , AN 5 2 R o 4 1 W
WL T % S Tk i o WO W e o e A, At S R TR o
P 2 A I BB A N 27 AR A R AL i Y R I
i

ST AU 58 L1 B0 2 T DA W) AT Ol e R AR B
— MRt A R AEMA RN EE LR A
SARS6 A2 0 58 21 o 9 e B LAOK , AV 22 A [ 2K 36
355 UV 00 RT3 ) oA V5L 19 240 R 0ty T b S
R Y W R o T SV VR PR AR AR 1 R B T A
5% 2 W 50 %0 ~70% WY I VE 385 O X i A ) B 2
TR ER LT . M Ah , — S8 XTI v G AR ) I A o R
W], A2 IR 2 B/ S ROt RE ATP & g i A 2 e
THA M AE R YL T 1 2B A7 30
113 BRI

2005 4F , A 535 I A= W Wy BB 9 B R AIESE T
1 35 08 8 (4 21 5 38 Mo T 81 (Salinibater ruber) F—A4>
KA L LB 5 F o — AR Bk 0 L 52 20 o 4R
Pl 3SR 2 i . 5 A SR W Sl R 2
JoT AN [ 11 2, B 55 AL 5 210 I 1) FH R b AS ) 1 £ 3R R
e OGS BT AT RE < 2R — RO 5 HAL U Y
P25 2T 5 AH [6] 9 181 2 78 28 1 &8 B9 4 i 00 B
(all-zrans retinal) 5 5 — P2 [ 76 82 1AM A R 26
2K B £ (antenna carotenoid) : Salinixanthin, J& #
WSS 1 BB DL 29 40 %6 I AL R B 1L 3 45 N &
(R B TR . AR A% 3 Y Jr SRR T RE R P A
#,{H Salinixanthin B A 7E# R T 5240 R Y
e RO W WO v L, Sk R T OB RE MR A R

Misra %] ] 08 FA A0 48 £1 i ( thermophilic rho-
dopsin) (— B A P8 T 1 vty W8 FAAH T 19 Bt 1~ 5% R 56 21
JoT, AR B DLA J 20 B A Sy ol — 1) ARt B AT )
Salinixanthin J& 5] 75 ML 4 & B — R BT R R LR 5 W)
(antenna complex) . [, filbfi] % B, 1 T 4-keto 3
RS B R RR AR IR AE S L RS b R RLK
Salinixanthin [ 45 & Ol B E PEAEH . L4k . NDQ
B - S R SR 2L o [ R 7 b Y R 58 A O T
R Wl DL RS MRS A AR, Al B
S5 21 B AR A K — DRSO I 2 B R ik Bk 5 R
2N W RS RN E PRESNOAER,

Ty H AR

A SR, I DR 2 RN 2 DY) 2 A0 5 T B i i
B R 5E W ER L1 o Bk PR MG A AR T AN LR A
AT i RV PR R SR W R, G A O G I
WA W e H UL Strauss 2570 R M ik 8 Fragi-
lariopsis cylindrus 73 B Jf % 7€ 2| 1 — Fb 87 5 00 %
LA (FeR1) o d@ i A YW B A= A0 N 33t 15 978
T3k ATTUESE 1, S e T R O A VR TR
T B R R A2 BRI R A T E AN R
HOGREF AL e B MM A . oAb, HEEERIE R
SRBE PRV h o SR 2 T N () SRR 5 AT
PERR B AU R OAHOC, X —45 R, S A B
L5 21 50 2 B B D G A ) e R B T TR T 2 RN 3
= N A S e
1.2 #BFRAELR

TE A0 B ALER 20 0 & IS 40 AR N BRI - A0 A
FH B3 2 B G W 0 52 20 o 2 MR i . )
20134F , — 1K B T TEH W Dokdonia eikasta(
H % Krokinobacter eikastus) W B 10 25 21 it 9% &
L, %4 M Krokinobacter rhodopsin 2(KR2) ", i it
KIGFF B S I8 Rk B W B 5 T s
TN, NTITHIE 55 KR2 B A6 5 T A E 21
Uige . it — 20 D aE R AR 5T & B, % B 1 1 B
127 C b BHA — AN B AL GUE YR 20 i b I
1Y NDQ (K 2 Bt i - K 4 2 R -4 B I i ) O/ 5F motif
ShAe . KR2 F0 I [R5 AR 1 PR 7E 325 BRI E C AR <F 1)
NDQ motif H HA #8516 P e FR oy 8l B 1 22
RIPL 45 21 5t (Na' -pump rhodopsin,NaR ) .

RGBT OEoE R e 1 A B S5 40
HERFHEANMEMELTCREY . NaRGAH =7
T ) Re e 4 (FE Bl = B4 88 - 09 3% 55 S vhoa] DoAT il
i F B DI EE ) LA KRR ARL Y A8 52 78 Ak (55 R Tié F AE
HEAT GG PR I AT Bl M5 O G 00 B ) H4IE 52
TR — s SR, NaR Fl 40 B A0 48 210 5 (1) 5 i
JE b AE A G AE R b B Ay R 0BT B i AR 0 fR ST
motif (AN, — & AT H AR M. KR2 89 112
AN R A% T JHg R 200 BT A 5 4T T 1Y 85 v R A &R JE Ot
96 B4 v 0 A R BB A2 AR o A TR A EE 21 T Y 89 fr
AR HIES H5A R Fiiz , MKR2 W 52
XF I 116 0 R A& 2R N 2 5% 0k 18 . 764 & 0 58
ZLJ5 ) CE PR b, BT DA A I 3 A 7% 31 A A1 Y 85
L R AR b, T Ay I 05 DA N 19 96 137 R 4 TR
(DTD motif % =i/ D) _E 3R 45 5t 1 52 3 68
J5T -4k, DA 52 B 5T F 7E AR A 2K fit A2 8 (vectorial
translocation) o AN [A] 1Y J2 , & T KR2 #Y & AR 117 5 45
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OIS R VI M i - N L s e 3
B . TR AR B R 116 i R AR
12 AR S Ay I B8 1) - A7 15, IR AEOGAE R v 3 A R
el Y 2 Oy B DL B — D s
23 [a] 2

NaR 73155 T 22 Ff AN ] 9 #5221 B A4 R0 B 2 200 T
o A BT BT R R SR AT Y R R RE AR
NaR H M P9 A2 122 ), B AI N P kg VR B2, DA
0 M fa &5 . R B 85 3% Dokdonia eikasta WP,
KR2 B8N ES 7% iz 5 4 M0 A= KB Be B DDA G . 3 9]
O3 B 1) — KR ¥E £ 0 5 5% T Bk Omega (“Candidatus
Cyclonatronum proteinivorum” , J& F Balneolaeota ']
B A% O3 ) BE % 3 1 NaR S DB/ T 74z .
PR AR (] IF B A BB S A B 1 A 52 41 5 (Chlo-
ride pump rhodopsin, CIR) i) A # 3 i (Nonlabens
sp. YIK11 F1if 7 A 3 8 3 (Nonlabens marinus) S1-
08") 4 it 35 & Bt A0 15 % 5 mai Ak 1) D' AR s 1k (
T TC I A WP — b - SR SR L0 T 5 T I R Ry
)Y AL, BR Nonlabens sp. YIK11 H 4 5 &
AR AN N N e S AN R e ANl
P49 5 DR 34 9 (E R G A L A K R T T 2 R T
SR, O MR BE A8 b 25 2 T A A A B 5% 2L 5 Ak A 1Y
Vi S Y 0 BRI 00 A R R
1.3 RABFRAKLRK
1.3.1 TSD/TSA#I

Matsuno-Yagi % W 28 5] , 78 Bk = 41 7 4 48 21
JOT £ 3 ¥ R AT TR A 4 A 7R A AR AE DG 5 TS
54k . B 5, Mukohata % 5IE 323 B G 4 & By — Ff
R G, IFF oAy 44 2 28 205 (halorhodop-
sin, HR) . Schobert %38 12 I & > 5 4 Fn 48 g
Ot HL A B B O T L R IR SR A R — O A
SN S TR . HR S RIS - HA7 B TSA
20 % PR SF motif, 38 i X Bl A 8 A B Mastigo-
cladopsis repens 1 TSD motif #4841 i #E47 T Ak &
B, — RN F 2R CIRAA7E T HAER A . %E
H o B TSD motif 5 18 £k 7t B b iy 3h W 58 21 3 1)
TSA motif + 73 AL, X B AE T 857 & 1955 =45k
F Ry KA G TR (5 5T 25 40 1R A58 200 5 1) o 1 iR
R 96 17 K A Z BRAAHARI) M AR R A WEE . K AT 18 5+
TR IR 5000 R I, % M 5E 21 it (Bl i 44 M. repens
halorhodopsin (MrHR & MastR) ) H A5 P 1] & A &
B YIae. HA A, RSF motif by —1f
MRS S HCHR M MrHR 5 40 3 9048 21 5 ) fig B A
e Ak CH TR A0 25 200 J5T v 85 v K 4 24 R 98 78 R 7 A TR
B, BE AT 4 L 58 41 B R Ak O W A s HR M

MrHR H 74 {7 95 54 iR 58 78 S K A& 2 BRI, g fff HR
A MrHR %46 29 5t 5 %), X % W TSD/TSA motif
S ANl W T I /N A i Tl i o 1]
H JG S, 2B AE Synechocystis sp. PCC 7509
KT —Fp 0y TSD B 45 21 i (SyHR) . SyHR
HE % 5% iz S 25 1 A M BRI AR 2§ 1. Rubricoc-
cus marinus Ml Rubrivirga marina 3& R 4 2= W 5% %
X HEEA S SYHRZRR LB Lif& W
ML i

1.3.2 NTQ#

Y oshizawa % 1 R RAF Tk FH M E N B
S1-08 B9 NTQ motif i CIR., ¥ & ( Bacteroidetes)
N a-ZE I FF 1 (Alphaproteobacteria) %5 2 Fh 21 B #
AL AL B NT Q 2 A 40 20 i 2 1 5™, HL g Uk 5 2L
AHABEFARNIIGE. CIR 5 H W HR 5 & T A [ 1Y
RG KRB oy 3, AR E B TR 8h J 270 DL Kk
W o U5 CHIT 2 — M R U5 T 1 /K s T 3 L AR A 19 2B
Yo ), 5 25 WOR IR T i 2R IR B vh A= W 0 s )
F¥EARE, EHA AR, R4 CIR fl NaR 1Y &
Rt AR R Tt o DA S N a1 D5 271
Y EA R EAARAYE . CIR 78 & I 6l J5 [ 0 40 o
M Z AR T HR, 88235 NaR Fl XR. 41 1 P36
11 4% 25 ) Y =06 TR 5% 25 78 CIR A NaR 2 (1] 5 JE it
SELIFE e Z B3 A 3-omega motif B 4544 .
1.4 R EaR
L4 1 Bmplsam /1

AR TRA, 6 A 1% i 2 2 ] iz s 40 T B — F
DGR o %k R TR ER AT TR AE DG B Bl R (Y 1 & AT F
I, R IT %8 B A — A M 2 R RS —
A RO & R BN 5 21 5 T (sensory rho-
dopsin [ SR I) (4] B i 4 9 1 A6 FR A0 55 21 50) .
SR I 5 68K 3h it 7 %% BR A5 # [7] 14 25 # HE 22
WAL 5 BRA . {H2 SR T ok Bl
I Tfe , w2 (W) 5 ) A9 [ 5 AR S R R
A A, LA 5E BOGE S e 5. SR T AL
b2 BN 55 2 Y B 2 TR 4 T PR 4R 21 T N A
LA AT B X B A AU SR 21 BT Y 2 kO
A2 B A+ 43 G (24 10 ms) , Horp i) = W) A7 7
B . 7E SR T W57t fb 2 R W IG 36 L 2R
H T 5 5 1% S 42 25 DA B 8] A7 76 00 G ik 5 75 v
AR IE S B, XFE SR 2R B A ks R
N IE P IFAE 2 70 ms N 38 A 5 OGOk B R A
RARICAHERRS . AW RE S SR T hig 161 IF
IR 25 1 52 I e Ak 2 O AH BRI A R IX o)
AR B0 T #EAT B SE R 3. SR T 43+
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RE 6% 51 5 40 M 5 G BB % AL BOR J K K OB X
B, 320 3 RO SR A A 43 1 30T 28 AR A O DX

PALAE o AW B2 R (SR T Ak TAIRK IR 2 ) #h 7
B EAEA RO A E NN Z WP A —
Fofi e P 22 44 3 3 3 A AR Ak 2 T R AR T %
B R T w24 o B 2R 205 11 (sensory
rhodopsin I , SR 1T ) (3 F& Ry #4641 58 20 o ) )
SR T B H A 8% s 25 11 A0 ' 3K 51 0T 1 2 780 20 17 1L 4%
AN GRS = N RO RN AW R A 7 ) o = o
BT R W] T AR R B A A B SR T
SER s . AN FEMRER T SRILG S5 T A
b 2f SRR B SR G 38 0 5 728 W LIRS 2 D R 5% A1 T
708 Sy T VR KR B B DG R B2 AR (LY IR iR SR &% 32 48 Tt
2530%)1,
14,2 IRl b R R L 56 1 ot

Ti ] 5 JE 1 A0 28 1 )3T (anabaena sensory rhodop-
sin, ASR) J& 55 — /I 75 B AL sl A W (O 40 1 - 20 el )
g BRI LR LT ASR R Z B TR
motif J¥ 4 , I H 7] 5 45 2 i AT % 1 4% 1% 2% 46 1
(anabaena sensory rhodopsin tranducer, ASRT) 7 [A]
— PRI F AT I S . ASRBEETEOLA T T B A
e 13- A0 4 Sz 0 o 1 2 1 7 R b ) 25 A A
A, 13- 4 Sz O 3 AR € 35 T Y B 4]
e F A0 5 B P K (550 nm % 4 13- M=, 537
nm 54 Ry 4 ) TR AS /)36, 0 0 . 6T
ASR-ASRT & & iy A B RE i R W8 . A B 5%
W] % A R IR 8 T IR A R AR e A
KIEH haiABC By F ik,
1.5 FAELR

50 28 21 i (xenorhodopsins, XR) i & # 4 T
— X SR R R AL SR LD B R i AR RO . Y
ASR {4 5 R E G 4 2 B — 0 ) 217 37 K 4 F R 2%
G S R - N 131 = W= S YN i R R > o o LS
Tz ML 53 ATP & BRI ) 5 42 o 72 19 2
TR (B 75 s BB 2 A M . A58 e
WEEZAEY ERRT —K 5% 51 ASRAH L
MRLER LT R, 24 A AR 20 i R A
B RARNIEE BHE TR RERS
ASR 2 J% 4 25 1 [a) U5 %) A, 3k 5 ok 3 HL AR B
5 ASRWEAFE S SRR . HIEE X 505
CLT R R T K F T R R 4118 Parvularcula
oceani . & N4 2 65 = B G A= W 0 55 21 T s R E
MINTQHEE TR NDQHNE 75, R &L Ll ™
SRR IR SIS IE 52, Parvularcula oceani H ) 55 1 48
AmBANNFREAR TG, BES, NPEE A

2% Fii /R i (Lake Tyrrell) £k 7K F g 14 £k K 05
() 4l >k g £ 17 B (Nanohaloarchaeal ) %7 3 K 40 /- Bt
oh S0 Y 3 S L5 A1 o N DA TR A TR YV LD R T
(Rubricoccus marinus) 1 % 78 19 14> 55 00 28 21 T
BEARFEABRFWIIGE. RIS o R,
KB FMEA T HA N SR FIEE. BA
H A6k 2 5 T 55 58 21 BT A LD AR 4 M b % 28 3 B
FE AL TS SR BN S 7 By Lk 240 5 £ 0 7 Y 4
MG SRS TEEMEM. A, 76 & iR
W oK 43 B Y 8 Bk K 2 2K g i W (Candidatus
Nanohaloarchaea) i &0 & JE P 2H op A7 6 > 35 A S 40
LT RN o 3k e WIAE v R R PR B v A 1 )
T ELAT F B I 5 BT3RO AR DG 3
AR, 5y — R HE N ) BT S EE AL
Schizorhodopsin 7& f7 & 71§ & B, H: 55 5 12 g
C 7 3 5 J 1w JIEE 41 0 45 48 1) OGP 58 21 5T A 6
o A AR
1.6 @EAKLR
1.6, 1 BHES 10 38 L5 40

2k 3 A B (Chlamydomonas) 4 il B A7 #6
P, 58 0% 38 1) ol A7 #i B (Flagella) #1HR 3 (Eyespot)
[ P[] D' FL AL R #2 B HE B N TN A O % 2l B Bl
O SR B A 7 Y b P9 o H O 8 Y
— A N S A A A B 1 (ke B OB YR D) A =
Yo e IR I b A PN [ O fL U S A5 B - AL
B #54F o 303K oK £ 5 MR W (Chlamydomonas rein-
hardtii) W ' HL I JLF- 78 6 BRI — B (a) 45 7= 2 T,
I A it 2 85 85 F B 2k o cDNA SCE T4 T L
DR AEY IR LB A T KK Z R A
oo HUAR AR R A B B T L A RO S
PR 2 3 18 2 H, IR 20 il i 44 Dl E L SR LD ]
(channelrhodopsins1, ChR1) Fl i if i %5 21 i 2
(channelrhodopsins2, ChR2) "™, 2 BH &5 ¥ i
LS 20 By [6) I ) TR AR 2 K a1 g e vh R
Gy AR
1.6.2 BB 7 im0 A A0 58 41 o

B 2 e b 7 B e v o W2 2156 B 6407 [l Y
RE 77, PRI B AT A B ) A AL T R 5 o ) SIS i
ML R . SR ERR BT RIS
e i PH B 30 20 R0 0 5% £ o A 22 3 1Y) () IR 40 B E P
SO B B 7wl 52 2 o (B o
) o FIFHZE B A 53 A7 J7 48 Sagenista(—28 It
GYEM A G R EY) h &I T WA [/ K%
B A B 3 38 M 48 40 i (anion channelrhodopsin,
ACR) : MerMAID # Labyrinthulea i 1 i 4% 1.
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i, MerMAID 7E % 3 [H 41 % 98 4 b i &k 8, JF
I S A PR I A A DA B, 3X — R P el L R A AR
A v kG B R 0O s AL T H AW RE . Labyrinthu-
lea i 18 ML 48 21 B HLA |12 BB WIS, o, Ruby-
ACRs i W OE 35 6 Bl 590~610 nm (£05%) o 78
AR S R e B B T AN AS TR ACR 805 ok
€ #E5E (Haptophyte) (1) 7€ ¥ 5 BH 25 ¥ 3 18 58 21
J AR F AT Bl Sk A S B S R A
JRUT L AR B R  XSEOR [ ) 3 A SR AL R
JRAX 43 A A5 T 78 3 i) H B A IR BE 09 4 Fl v, i 3R B
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