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Construction of a TLR3 gene knockout mouse model infected with Zika virus
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Abstract: Toll-like receptor 3 (TLR3) plays a crucial role in the inflammatory responses and neural damage asso-
ciated with Zika virus (ZIKV) infection. However, the development of ZIKV infection models utilizing TLR3 gene
knockout mice has been relatively delayed, and their potential applications remain inadequately explored. Therefore, es-
tablishing appropriate animal infection models is significantly important for elucidating the pathogenic mechanisms of
ZIKV and for developing effective prevention and treatment strategies. In this study, we successfully established and vali-
dated a TLR3 knockout (KO) mouse model. This model demonstrates excellent experimental applicability regarding sys-
temic infection characteristics, histopathological damage patterns, and immune response features of ZIKV, thereby pro-
viding a reliable platform for in-depth exploration of the molecular mechanisms underlying ZIKV pathogenesis and the de-
velopment of antiviral drugs.
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WA HRE S . B YT R G B B 0T 58 IR A
Ji W5 /N SR BT i R O T S A R R A
SR B FEURILE NIRRT MR B
S ZIKV 28U FRAE , 7T 75 & A bR - R 25 & 1E
(Guillain-Barré syndrome, GBS) | fi§i i i 48 K 2
5 B i A A e R R E

Toll # % {& (Toll-like receptors, TLR) /& — 2§
I AFHE T G A0 R 4 20 A =R 1 22 A i
TIN5 S A (U 240 B 6 2 ) 04999 J A G 4385 =X (A
JE Z 05 9 1 RNA) BOE MUK S8 1 2, 2 B e R
B PE R 5 — BB L S5 0 A A R R Y
TLR(TLR3,TLR7 . TLR8 Al TLRO) ¥ T N ¥ il {4
DX = A, I H Al TLR % W& Ak 61 (TLR1, TLR2,
TLR4 . TLR5 #1 TLR6) fi T 40 Jfd & 1 . TLR3 &
Toll B 32 IR G 5 W 0t , 32 28R 519 % RNA 38 o 7
FE g 14 % TIR 45 4 Bl f85 £2 & 11 (TIR-domain-
containing adapter-inducing interferon-2, TRIF ) 4 #fi
& 5 18 O T % 89 A F 3(interferon regulato-
ry factor 3,1IRF3) fl# A F «B (nuclear factor Kappa-
B,NF-«B), % [ & T4 & (type 1 interferon,
IFEN- T ) 1R AE P R, 76 P09 B g% Pl 2% O
fEA, TLR3 5% 1l fig 3 B0 2 /& e &) Bk ol A &
FRE AL ZIKV 3EA IS, TLR3 P50 4%
B2 115 1 AL T4 R R 3k, #0055 R Ui T 40 R
A (interferon-stimulated gene, ISG) J % 4F K 1
(40 g8 3R FE K]+ tumor necrosis factor, TNF) \#fk
[A F (41 chemokine (C-C motif) ligand 5, CCL5) %
I, DT A D S A Y. A SR R, ZIKV
FBRYL I R AR B 5, WS TLR3, 75 3 40E KA L 40 g
P8 TR BOM Z A T A 2R S B AE
TLR3 M B 40 F L ZIKV & 0 s >, B 5 5%
555 B RAE S KSR SE R, TLR3TE ZIKV &
PeIr T 0 RAE B S i BA EEAEH . AR
M, ZIKV JE& e TLR 3 K PR R B /1 BRURE AL 1) TF 2 A XF
T JE L N N 0 v R FE A A2 4 L OF BB R A Bk T
KA ZIKV R hi s 2 25 P alie i 0 Bk,
SL A I B B ) R G AR i AT ZTKV B0 AL ) A B
R Biia R A EEE X

A BFFE H R R TLR3 3 W @ B (TLR3
knockout, TLR3-KO) A /N L) 7 ZIKV Jg& L A A |
SEUUESE A A AT S IR B 22 A% A ik S A A
i) 35 AR e B | S ISR ZTKV E0E AL
AL TR ALY

1 MBI E

1.1 @mesms

A LR B AN (Vero E6) 2R IR F I K2
] g 7R B SR W) O o, L SU I (Aedes albopic-
tus) WA (C6/36) FE R RE (SZ-wivOl BR )R A
DR 2R A B2 22 B R T B SR =
1.2 ZRXAN5ME

DMEM (Dulbecco’ s modified eagle medium) /&
W40 D 15 5% B B RNA $2 3 Trizol i 7 Wy T Life
Technologies 23 7] ; RNAeasy™ Ji # RNA fl $2 32 5
BT b S R A BRI AT BR A 7] L RNA 3
e el W T B R AE R BB ey A R
Fl 5 IR AR I T RN B R £ 2% vh W (phosphate buffered
saline, PBS) ., 24 L 40 Jifg 15 3% 4z . T75 40 g 15 7% #i 4%
4 F GIBCO 7~ 7] ; LightCycler 480 Real-time PCR
system ] 7 Roche 2 F] ;memmert INCO153 %4 1k
B 5 7% 46 ; Thermo LEGEND MACH 1. 6R /& # 5
LAl
1.3 HEFRENHyH

W5 C6/36 4 f 32 Ff T T75 40 M 15 370, F5 40
LI A BE A 31 24 80040 B, 4% Jak v 42 %% (multiplicity
of infection, MOI) =0. 05 &4t ZIKV ; B J5 ¥ T75 2H
55 FR M F 37 °C 5% COLME IR B FR 4 B 9% L 1%
2 B A8 B AE 70 %0 A2 AT B WG AR 4 I 1% SRR L
4°C 1000g &0 10 min, 53 %% ,—80 ‘CHAF & H .
1.4 Shap A Fogm A B F

JC F 7€ 9% JELIA (specific pathogen free, SPF) &
W TLR3-KO /N B Hy b 5t e w6 57 48 4R Yy RH A
PR S 1, S0 sh ) A 7 VAT IE SR 5 : SCXK(50)
2021-0010, 5 58 DK 57 3 1) 55 56 v 0 19 Bl 8 24 5
g AT 4 T ASHE , TLR3-KO /N BUBR YL 5256 75 3)
Y G E W A 90 T (ABSL-2) 58 L, SE 30 % 4
£ G5 %P DA % 4% ABSL-2[2021]01-05-010, A
KBl Wy ¢ 0 18 g TR A S 5 S ) A A4S B A
(f &S : WP20220092) o R FH Bl L% 5 2% 0 Bk
e 5~8 Jil W /N B, 28 FE i K i 4 28 R 5 SZ-wiv0l
B (1X10° PFU/H ) 5 % B 4L 28 R # bk i 5 [ 44 F1
PBS. TERPEH 3R SR B TR 12 K%M
CO,ZIRFEARAEFE /N B, AR 25 2H 110 /) BUIE 2% ZH 21
— R I3 AL LUREAS T 1 g, — 3 o A ) & R
B RNA, & [ One Step PrimeScript RT-PCR kit #f
AT 52 B 298 7 i 2R A Wil B X 0 (real-time fluores-
cence quantitative polymerase chain reaction, RT-qP-

CROKIN, 519 e 5 W4 1.
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Table 1 Primer sequences used in the experiment

519 4 8 S (53"

ZIKV-F TTGGTCATGATACTGCTGATTGC
ZIKV-R CCCTCCACGAAGTCTCTATTGC
CCL5-F ATATGGCTCGGACACCACTC
CCL5-R CCACTTCTTCTCTGGGTTGG
ISG15-F CATCCTGGTGAGGAACGAAAGG
ISG15-R CTCAGCCAGAACTGGTCTTCGT
[-actin-F ACGGCCAGGTCATCACTATT
[S-actin-R TGGCATAGAGGTCTTTACGGA

L5 FAMAFaLLE

TERGR AR 3R SR BT R 12K
K COL % IR AU AR b HE ) B 2H K 52 36 2H /N B, 4R
Fili SR A B e E AR, 40 2 P [, 22K
Ve BRI WSS AT U0, DR AR R £L G
(hematoxylin-eosin staining , H&.E ) M £< 24 4 g BE 14
Gl
1.6 “%itxrsx

SR DL T A s AR, A& 2 T8 10 S 06 BHE R
Student’ s unpaired ¢-test 3 Two-way ANOVA # 17
SPAT, ns Bom p=>0.05, BRITHF £ H ;xR R p<<
0.05; % F 77 p<<0. 01; %+ F 77 p<<0.001, 2% 5 A4
GiilefE X i GraphPad Prism 8 #0442 ml K 36 .

2 ERE5HM

2.1 #m TLR3-KO R & = ZIKV J& i 3 5% 7
HERXERT AL

I RT-qPCR & I TLR3-KO /I B # ik 1 54
PBS 5 ZIKV J5 , %55 3 K (5 5 K 5B 7R 56 12 Kl
W ZIKV ISG15.CCL5 . TNF-a ) mRNA /K, &
A BUREARBEE 3 AL, A5 R LR 1. K 1(a)
7,5 PBS 41/ AR LY, 52 56 20 i BB 20 27 26 3 K
A 5 K AT LG I 2] ZTKV 55 75 56 4, Mk UG 2 2L 7
3R VEBSR ETR L 12K LUK #] ZIKV
R S I e o W N WL B e B
ZIKV ., TLR3ZZ 509 8 RNA J5 , 7l LBOE T
I TR L RAEHF L. K 1(b) 8w, TLR3-
KO /UG ZIKV 5, 52 56 21 e B 41 2L ISG 15 7
B3R L X A AT 35, S5 RA LR
Sof BB A KP4 1. 548, 55 7 R 20 98 2 0 BRZH K F 1Y
248 . ST ZH ME U ZH 4L ISG IS AR5 3R 5 5 R
TR A KO 2 455 12 K Il & & R
WA K. B 1(c) R, TLR3-KO /N B Y ZIKV
Jo, L ER ALK A 4 CCLS 3 N 3k K - 5 ISG 15 2%

1), 52 56 26 A B A5 E BB CCLS BRI 3k K AR5 3
KB SK E TR L EX ALK 1) 4~5 6%,
W BRUA ZH 20 CCLS B PR 338 7K P AR5 12 KA 4EReAE
XL K 245 2 4 o B 1(d) R, TLR3-KO /M R
G ZIKV 5, HEYE /N BRI E8 & 5E I+ TNF-a £ ik
5ot A EE , R M 2 50 %, i ME RO B A 3
25, R SE R R R ZIKV &Y TLR3-
KO /N UG A UBE ISG 15 . CCLS 3L 3k B 4 %
K F TNF-a £ ik 52 23 .
2.2 4w TLR3-KO R & $ ZIKV & £ 8% ¥
e A e o e

I RT-qPCR ¥ ] TLR3-KO /)N K # ik 1 5
PBS# ZIKV )5, 5 3 K (S5 R B 7R 5 12 R 4E
FE A% ZIKV ISG15,CCL5 , TNF-a i) mRNA 7K,
BAHLEFEAR B E 3T, SR WK 2, K 2(a)
B, 5 PBS 41/ BRUAH L, 52 56 21 bl R A= 58 48 A 56 3
KB SR T RAT LRI 2] ZIKV 55 5 FL ) M R
ATHARAES 3R BB 5K BB 7R A 12 Ry n] LUK T
B ZIKV s 7 HE R, L 75 56 I8 e 38 it T R, 3
P B G A /N BRUAE B 4R 3 AR TR ZIKV . Bl 2(b)
~F 2(d) 7%, TLR3-KO /MUY ZIKV i, 5 %)
FECZH A L, S 56 41 HE FRE2 AL ISG 15 3 . CCLS 3
KA 25 5 TNF-o 35 R T
50% Zi Ay o X BEZH A Lh S 50 2 e BRL O B i
ISG15 5 ik KA B E 2= 5, CCLS HEF W
FEES 3.5.7. 12 K 3% L2 6~8 4%, i TNF-a %
KR8 T 50%~60% . iRSEIEHE R, ZIKV &
P TLR3-KO/NRA T &8 J5 AL CCLS HE P K3k AT L
WO AH TR P ISG 15 R R BA M0, BLAAE H
T TNF-a 33532 F4M i .
2.3 TLR3-KO R &3 ZIKV & AR J% K 5

TLR3-KO /N RIE G 28 Ry 1 A h st - it
%o &Y ZIKV J5 55 3 K TLR3-KO M /N BLUF M
PE /N B il B2 A B 2 A1 20 HRGE e o 45 2% UL 1A 3.
SR TR N R /N BRI | AR B g 0SSR E R,
RAEM ML IR . S2E 4 TLR3-KO /)N B &6 J= 35 1
58 A0 LT, 25 AR ZE AL o BT/ BRLSE ULZH R 4G
PO HIC, B BB R R AN R . S5 A
TLR3-KO M7 /N BB 8 15 B0 AR 1 40 i i 3, 485 4
B IR . BRSCE 45 R R W, TLR3-KO /M i
YL ZIKV J5 |, il 21 23 K 25 5 #4534 30 R 0 40 i 3=
e, 2L F 4

34 i

FEANRKESY KR DRI ZIKV
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Figure 1 Expression of ZIKV gene and cytokines in the brain of TLR3-KO mice infected with ZIKV
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Figure 2 Expression of ZIKV gene and cytokines in the genitals of TLR3-KO mice infected with ZIKV
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AP, 3 W8 00 /0N B B B JE% Pk T iy, TR SR L B
JE AT 51 100% M EE R P H S A T 4
B L ZIKV Y R IRF3-IRF5-IRF 7 3 [H 41
PE R BE B9 C57BL/6 /N X ZIKV Ry B R, sk Pk

e A129 /NEUHE =, JF BN BRUZE B Y ZIKV 5, R 3
WIEB TS R S & R GRS A T /11 A
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Figure 3 H&E staining of TRL3-KO mice infected with ZIKV
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F /0N BROFE R S 50 3 K B4 12 K, Hul 41 40 B A
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