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pH-responsive zwitterionic polymer-based surface modification for
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Abstract: [Objective] Surface modification with polycationic coatings is a key approach to impart antibacterial
properties to materials. However, the accumulation of bacterial debris not only compromises the long-term
antibacterial efficacy but also promotes biofilm formation. In this study, we designed and fabricated a surface
coating with both antibacterial and bacteria-releasing properties based on the charge-flipping behavior of pH-
responsive zwitterionic polymers. [Method] The quaternary ammonium sulfonamide zwitterionic polymer was
grafted onto silicon wafer surfaces using a dopamine-assisted method. Surface potential measurements confirmed a
sensitive transition from zwitterionic to cationic states at pH 6.4. [Result] In the acidic bacterial
microenvironment, the coating exhibits a positive charge, which effectively disrupts bacterial membrane integrity
and inhibits bacterial growth. In contrast, under neutral to alkaline conditions, the surface becomes negatively
charged, demonstrating excellent bacteria-release and anti-biofouling properties. [Conclusion] This work presents
a novel surface modification strategy with dual antibacterial and bacteria-releasing functionalities, offering a

promising new approach and experimental foundation for the functional modification of medical device surfaces.
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Fig. 1 Schematic diagram of introducing sulfonamide-quaternary ammonium zwitterionic polymer onto the silicon wafer
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1 KBHRE

1.1 KIikH

R R, W OBETR . 4-FEA- (AR BEAR A R, 4, A AR (-FUE R
(ACVA), 2- (ZWEH) ZHPEFNMEIREE (DMAEMA), 2-43 3 2 5 I3 79 4% iR lE 36 5 3h
(AEMA « HCl), 4-H&ESER N (MEHQ , HRENER —H IR, B2 08 (PDA) i)
By [ BTRL T A AR B fn A R A ] . B (W [ Sigma-Aldrich, K #F E Escherichia
coli ATCC 25922 Fil4: % 0% 2 Bk i Staphylococcus aureus ATCC 6538, W4 F H [E MK 15 354
R ht (CCTCCO) . Ay HoAth a7 32y 73 B 41
1.2 ZWiF&ENEHE

H A 5 HE s A AE 77 (9 IR Tracer-100 {8 B 2R3 21 58 615X (FT-IR), & [E Varian A R 4
PR UNITY-plusd00 ##E LRI (NMR) . EWEROEE AR A BRA R 4E P21 F96Pro % Y6436t
BETF, EIRSCIAGN R 2 /A2 7= By ZetaSizer Lab blue b7 AL .

1.3 E&4Y PBDA H#I&

R4E%Y BMC-D-co-AEHM (PBDA) B B Zan & 2 fros . B8, DAORAR BE G R £ Bt
TR JERE . 28 Wk A6 S 7 i A b AR 2-0R-N- R BEBE) -2 Bt (BMC); #RJ5. BMC §
DMAEMA kA BB B A2 8 A ol 3R A S Bk BMC-D; )5, LA ACVA R5| K
A, A4 AR BEGR AL elR A BE e A8 0], 3l A W] i - R 5 RS (RAFT) R
A RO 45153 B bR ALY PBDA. PE41SC 5 BN T -

BMC $iR 9 A . A6 T80 = Sk i b om A R B i (1,10 g» 7.0 mmol) FIH K
(50 mL) 3l N, B4 3 . KR T 110 C R MM B3 M5 E I 15 min, B/ ZIEH MR
fEyR (2.20 mL, 19 mmol), 4k&E/xf 5 h. R EBZERIE T —20 CraE i, i E
o ug, YR HARMERIET 60 CHEA T, 5 AR BMC.

BMC-D (94 % : # BMC (400 mg, 1.44 mmol) BT EETF/AK (3.0 mL) 1, fmAME
7 MEHQ (8 mg, 0.064 mmol) & DMAEMA (800 mg, 5.09 mmol) . £ N, /&4 F F
70 CHEFER N 48 h N W20k T B LW 7). A5 [ 4K 57 B R WY B2 % 0T G AR A7 . DABE
HEACHE . PR Al (O RILIE R/ SRR SRR B 1 ¢ 5 R0 AU b/ H B AR R L

DRAER MO , W2 ais s . WEBRA S, —20 CHRAAFFFHEHET 24 h,
1459 B 0, [ /K 5K BMC-D.

PBDA 9 & i: ¥ BMCD (520 mg, 1.46 mmol) 5 AEMA « HCl (66.5 mg.,
0.40 mmoD VA TH B (3.0 mL) . FH 484 (FAEHEERA K (11.2 mg,
0.04 mmol) BFH L, ACVA (2.8 mg, 0.0l mmol) % F DMF, ¥ I 3R % W& i A
Schlenk B 1. KR L 3 IITRAEFR AN 72 N % 35, T 70 ‘CTF#47 RAFT R4 24 h.
RS G. B IR RGBT T R8Tk 48 h (BB Tk 3.5 kDa. /K 8] Bg i 18] 2 6
h) . FAVRT 15 2B A R IL R Y PBDA.



152 MR RS (AREEBO 2026 4F

e,
] 0.
o] — ™ NH
_,”\/Sr 0=? %‘r ) Ny %{ NHy HCI
Br " ! o

i
" 0

I

\

\

I

I

I

\

1

I

\

e 2; SR S
! [ 110 C 70 °C,48 h, 4lifk . s,“: RAFT,70 C,24 h e
I =5 =
‘ @
\

I

I

I

!

I

I

2 EA1Y PBDA MHl &Rk
Fig. 2 Synthesis route of polymer PBDA

1.4 BREMSENHE

TR 2 COBEMA KB ERE, B TEREEN 7 3MRR/30% HO, IREW (B AAE
WO b, FO0CLAH 2 h MG, ¥it A TrisHCl Z W (10 mmol « L', pH 8.5)
. W2 DR IREY (40 mg B 20 mL ZZ R ) . T 37 CHREOLAME N UM 24 h, 155
RZUMIRE . fJa. ¥ PBDA B THERILZ ik (PBS hilmERZERE, £HELS
J5 3A% pH ma N BUR S YIRE
1.5 HEEF

AR IR (RE MR 10 g« LY, EERREEHUY 5 g« L', NaCl 10 g« L', BiJE
15 g« LD MR E CREBIE 5 M7 EBCHIIF T 121 CR R K 20 min. K8 b4
T REARRE SR AL, 737 °C K595 12 h, PRECRRVEHEM A 50 mL WiAR SR 5L, 7237 'C. 200 r
s min ' TRHEFE 12 h. B EREZL PBS (pH 7.4) BE.LOUEZR 3K (4000 r» min™', 5 min),
HE T PBS L2y 107 CFU » mL "AY R B . LI FTHZ TR KM B2 10° CFU » mL ',
1.6 HRELELE

BRBE R B (10° CFU » mL™Y) i T4 PBS (pH 6.4 5% 7. 4) F4F 30 min AR A
YRR, 16 37 CHEHE 30 min. FfE B YR (DMAO, 10 pg » mL ") 5 44 g 5 44 8}
(PI, 5 pg+mL D) BAEPMWHE 10 min GBI, PBS PRI 3 G, 7E9EG WG T~ W
WG . BAHSRER 3 W, ] Image] HAFXAFIE 50T 40 0 I AL #E AT et DAVPAG B A
PERE . BV pH 30 6.4 5 7.4, BHIIGE BERS BGE AR
1.7 EBEWRME

HREYWIZFENET PBS (pH 6.5 |4 1 h, Mi/EMAEERRD, T 37 C. &t
ST ARG ME 10 h. WEEJ5H PBS BE% 3 . 7E9E0 WG T WA LR IS O - B IS F A
i A PBS (pH 7.4) H4kZeiiFE 30 min, s E A RGN . LRHELE 3K, BCOFHHE
HT .

2 ZR5itig

2.1 REH&SRIE
"H-NMR 5 FT-IR 3% [ 2 PBDA R & ¥ 89 2 & 08 5 s fe it 74 ik s . BMC 5
BMC-D () H NMR % & 43 5140 3 (a) ME 3 (b) iR . BMC-D ££ 5.5 x10 *~6.0 x10 °[X
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WU BRI E S (=CHy) . S B JE TR M R IR L8 19 Ff AiE 1, R B BMC 5
DMAEMA % 4= B 52 07 J i 2 51 A o 3 A WU, R A= 5 ik BMC-D. @i & 3 (o) fim,
PBDA #'H NMR %K b, 3.0 x10 " ~4.0 x10 "AY 578 T — OCH, — 5 — NH — % 36 /K 5
B EE S, R AW & A EKBIT; 6.5 x10 *~7.5 x10 ° X I, 1 {5 5 X 1 75 7 BF J
T VHHREWEEE T RAGWARMEE . A, 1.5 x10°~2.0 x10 "X IR EZH A —
CH, —#Bt, RRATREMEFEEY. WK 3 (D iz, FT-IR H 3 400 cm [T A9 56 14 X
N —NH gzl , RUSRKEEREICARGIA; 1650~1 700 com ' BYRHIE I & T B e
C=0Rah, WL TREY EEE DB WA AFAE; 1 100~1 200 cm ' B I IEN 5 —C—O
—C— g, PE—L UL R A Y E 9 PR AR A E R AN L EDIE, TR T
PBDA (k2= 454 5B AR, iU SE 8 7 HA MRS TR LR Y G L. iE 3 (o) Fr
s M pHAEM 6.4 BTG 2 7. 4 F . PBDA REN Zeta ALK R T W F 24k . 76 pH 6.4
MR TEFREE H . PBDA &2 Zeta AN IEME (5.32 mV), F U4 2 2 047 A 1F B AT .
PR TERRYE SRS o W2 0PI B 45 40 2 BT Ak SOy . AR SR T HL Ay B fUR OE L X
ol T H e R A A Uk S22 B8 5 B R %) A TR A A PR A i R A ELAE T L DT A S A
AR . SCHUORS DR . M pHAAEM TS, WRIZM Zeta AT BRHTFEAL . 72 pH 7.4 [y 38
Wi, PBDA RJEN Zeta A (—2.35 mV), FUIHENE )RR A A . XA
R faf IR (A5 U )2 7E IE 8 AR BB T AR AEXT TS 1 . AN & TP IR IE & 40 M 5 8 A A BT
B, WO T A AR

(a) —BMC

b
i

——PBDA

1

8 7 6 5 4 3 87654321 87654321

A2E LR /107° AAE LR /107° b2 ik /107°
@ S NH—gppapapa e ©
PBDA C=0 o
o , P £
L Si-PDA (=0 0 S‘J
# \/—ﬁ =
3500 3 000 2 500 2 000 1 500 1 000 64 66 68 70 T2 74
P A/em™ pH fH

B3 (a~c) BREEIERIMEE; (d) LRMEE; (e¢) PBDAREHR Zeta B RIER
Fig. 3 (a~c) 'H NMR characterization spectrum; (d) FT-IR characterization spectrum;

(e) Zeta potential characterization of PBDA coating

XL AE (S . Si-PDA. PBDA K Si-PDA-PBDA #5417 X 5148 6B F it (XPS) 4%
Mrs DASRIGT R ol v B p itk 22 A8 4k - BREERE S Y S 2p i B H s B0 B R (Y SitTORRAE
(103~104 eV, O Is 3B H Si—O #AYFELE & £ 5, IELREFS AR F LE
4 (a) FIE 4 (b) ) .PDA MRS, Si2p Week B W . R PDA 21 6k R ¥ K385 %
B PRREEIRGE S M C Is i E b @dri C—C/C—H (284.8 eV) J C—N/C—
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O (285.5~286.5eV) 4y, N 1siEEH M 399 eV A B /M4 2 F 16, F I PDA JZ & |k
/MR EREW . AL R G W R AL SO A7 ORI BB T (WL 4 (o) FIEl4 (D) ) . PBDA
BRI C 1s it C—C 4hy C—N/C—0 (285.5~286.5 eV) 5 C=0 (287.8~288.6
eV) Wl 3, N Is JEE R/ B 2SR LT PR, O 1s i35 AR BB I 5 Bk / s 25 4R
M5y, IESE PBDA 2r FHE NS SR KM S AT B AL I ge R A (WL 4 (o) ~ & 4
(h) M. Si-PDA-PBDA #tfh @ B ik : C Is i C—N/C— 0 5 C=0 pisr o te g
fne N s tp i B /B (399 eV K JmFAb/FEMA AT, Olsh C=0 (531.0eV) HC
—0 (532.3eV) HHfF (K4 (D ~K4 (D) . L E, XPS il me 7 W3 6E 2 Si-
PDA 3] Si-PDA-PBDA #y & M ek £k # . PDA IR 251 AAHL C N If Bt dk B8 5,
PBDA #E 8 i — 3 i C. N, O &IPS A RS S i 71L& . UFB] PBDA RE&W 0 MK
DIt Fa g Mk 50T PDA B A fEEE SR . AR JZ A pH i i BRI 3E B8 vk e i ML 42 48 T &
B2 0 2T fL A AR

@_fo1s S0 b) _[Sizp si0O © [c1s c-0CcN CUR
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B4 XPSEMFE: (a~b) Si; (c~d) Si-PDA; (e~ h) PBDA; (i~1) Si-PDA-PBDA
Fig. 4 XPS characterization spectra: (a~b) Si; (c~d) Si-PDA; (e~h) PBDA; (i~1) Si-PDA-PBDA

2.2 REREESSHEEENK

BT (SEMD SCRZRER W, RECR G W JE 1 TR JZ 22 10 22 BLH B0 2 5] RNECE 1 45
Fa s iR A PR S A U AR R OEHT L OUR R MPIRES R i 22 B B DU R A
KW —FMEYINREWE. SRIEEBIRZEMIL, RmsHEFLEE WES () .
X — SRR T pH R R S YRR B A, RN T R AW IR R RO S L
MR . SRR T AR )R S SRR R B R R Y SE I RRAE L Ak A DS G A R AR L JRUAR i
Fr B KB Al f O 145. 77, TE A 22 U e Bl B TORR A0 SR G Wi R . K ik s Bl I 1] B9 4R RS
BEHTIN . RWTRIE I EARVEA BTN . R R A pH W R B RS YR . TR R R A 12 i
FIMN 20 s JF Y 70. 8"F T TR 40 s JF Y 56. 9, HE— LR UE TR JE I HEBOF BAT R4 IR
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Kt LE S5 (b ) .
(a)

. 145.7° i 40.2° I .

Si+ & A YL pH W R 220 s 5 pH W N PEVR )= 40 s 5

B 5 (a) SEM REEE (Si. Si-PDA, Si-PDA-PBDA); (b) #f MK (Si. Si+fRAA%KKE. pHIWERKE 20s 7.
pH M Rz BY 3% /R 40 s J7)
Fig. 5 (a) SEM characterization images (Si, Si-PDA, Si-PDA-PBDA); (b) Water contact angle measurements

(Si, Si + piranha solution, pH-responsive coating after 20 s, pH-responsive coating after 40 s)

2.3 pHWNERENTEMERENR

U R 1 00 12X 2 230 IR I AT T 1 < 0 ) 7 BRBRT e 0 T 4 0 S 0 R AR 9 P L
Sk pH m B ER SRR AR . SRR, TE pH (E 6.4 IS RRYERE T . RERW 2
BUIE AR AS . REAE I I i P O R T S A S A . I R A TR R AR B A . R B AR
FRPURTEYE . YO W MBS R B, WZAE pH O 6. 4 NRERS A AL IF RS R . B
N AR 2 B . DOLME S W s . 2 pH M 6.4 JHEE 7.4 B ‘Z%F%%EE’\JEET?E\%,

RO OB PEEOR R S EU B RO BT R ARCR B (WL 6 () ) . X — pH W I A
HLH AR DR T U J= RE A SRR T 00 A9 R P B I5E o 6 4% dee R BT TR A T T 7 T A B A 85 TTE’HIU\
A4 i 1) 1 T RE 1H:ﬁl\, 10 ik 20 R A R B L — AP I TR Z SRR RE . R

FREE A R A A B . 76 pH S 6.4 B, 407 F2 0 1 9L B 8 545 4k %%ﬂjaéﬁiﬂﬁﬂ”ﬁé
B, MIBE. EWR A ROR T ST . fE pH O T4 EREE T . HRER SRR, RZH
WIZMEm , i —2 KRR ZMPREBORE pH R (L6 (b M 6 (o) ) . ZEHE5E
SRR, FTH A pH m R AL RS YR R B RGP A M RE . JFRBTEASTE] pH A1
TN Y R R R

DMAO PI Merge o)

(.

&
h

pH 7.4 pH 6.4(0.5 h) pH 6.4(0 h)
E.coli

S.aureus

23]
(=)

(a) A pH £ THE K DMAO #1 PL LB RERMERE; (b) FE pH £ TXBITEBRE SEM E;
(¢) AE pH £ G T € HBHHKEAKNRE SEM E
Fig. 6 (a) DMAO and PI staining fluorescence microscope results of bacteria under different pH conditions;

(b) Surface SEM images of E. coli under different pH conditions; (c) Surface SEM images of S. aureus under different pH conditions
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WK 7 s, %47 PBDA RIZTEAR pH 5F P Zeta AL ATARME . FEALAE pH 6. 4
M pH 7.4 IR P s G AL HE 10 5. Zeta ML TEIE 5 22 (8] A MR DD 4, o i R4 0 AT
Wk AR E E . X R PBDA TR R W& 09 pH w i A, HAR A AR AR R B RR SR pH A9 2SR
SCPURT P A . [RIIY AT 30 2 TRT H A R A B T S S TR TR R M AR A e R AR S T
FAF T R PR WP TR R DL S 9 BT R AL

8 .
pH 6.4
6
a4
2 2
2
(ST Y A W SN VY AN VY AN WY A W
24
-4 pH 7.4
0 2 4 6 8 10
IEENGEGEAS

B 7 PBDAREEARRE pHEHMT (pH6.47F07.4) # Zeta B AIH L
Fig. 7 Reversible variation of the Zeta potential of the PBDA coating under alternating pH conditions (pH 6.4 and 7. 4)

2.4 REREBEBRRMEBRMH pH RBIEHR

R AR 52 50 1 B AR O TR R A DU AR AT AL . AR O — MDA R E PO
P B RE N, FTRIETOL BAE T B B3 MR A6 R BB Sl i AR IR R R
T 5 35 0 A R 2 FUREC . DA TR E N B B SR RE T . TRl 8 BT, A pH 6. 4
BIRRYEIREE T . IRIERRBON IE AR . REAS 8 o w0 B A o B B4 0 O RS EE  . lad
FOLWMBIME . WIZRMEE KB IOLER . IEVIRIZXE A BA SR MREE S . BiE
W pHETHE R 7.4, WIERW A AWM. A ot k. 3R A S IR)Z 4
B . SEGE AR R R . X — IR PO B — P . BoRTE pH N
7oA, WRIRFREIOCE T RFWG, RWEAC PR, XL EETRERM, pH m R R
FYRIZBEE AR pH ZA0F T M EEE A R S B RoR T A Y R AR R R T
T HE IR A 5 EEORG T  47 A W 0y R T ) o e LAY R S

pH 6.4 pH 7.4

B8 RERAEARMSEMN pH KBUEHR (EEAPpHG6. 4 XHTHRERENREZARMELR,
AEAPH 7.4 FHTHEAREMER)
Fig. 8 pH-dependent study of protein adsorption and release from coated surfaces (The left panel shows phycocyanin adsorption on

the coating surface at pH 6. 4, and the right panel shows protein release at pH 7. 4)
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VORI TE s A PRI T . IR WIS BN GO A . HA R AR B M T A 1) R R P
SERFW] . P A TR E A LEAT RAFBOHTRPERE . 8 REAR I PRI p T A8 1 3 5 20 TR 1) il A S
R, HAT Z WL 1. SRR I A B AT U D BE B9 3R T U 2 AR AL TR R

2 % x #
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