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Abstract: Feather is a sort of commonly used noninvasive material that can provide DNA and hormones for the research,
monitoring and management of birds. However, feather vane is a fully keratinized tissue with very low content of DNA and
hormones that often challenges the extraction. In the study, we developed a novel method to co-extract DNA and corticoste-
roid from feather vane, named DH-CoEx. The extraction efficiency and usability of DH-CoEx were evaluated by using feath-
ers from large feathers represented by the red crowned crane (Grus japonensis)and green peafowl (Pavo muticus) , and
small feathers represented by the chestnut bunting (Emberiza rutila) and little bunting (E. pusilla). The results showed that
DH-CoEx could co-extracted total DNA and corticosteroid (cortisol) from feather vanes. The copy number of mitochondrial
DNA (mtDNA) extracted from 5 mg feather reached 10*, that could support amplification of 1, 350 bp fragments. The
nuclear DNA (nuDNA) could support genotyping of microsatellites with a success rate of 98.11% - 99. 60% success rate
for alleles less than 200 bp. The yield of cortisol co-extracted reach the level of normal single extraction approaches and
supportive for physiological analysis. These results suggest that DH-CoEx is a simple and effective method to co-extract
DNA and corticosteroids from a fully keratinized feather to support analysis of genetic markers and stress hormone in a

broad range of application.
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B H ¢8R A T 5 0s, v] LGS ok PCR 3 3 15 31 28
AR FE 5 T nuDNA WA R0 A 2 . nuDNA
AL BERE AR, 5 DUER /D, PCR 473 iU ) %18
TEARAG, Hod 288 90 50 JE R i 2R FAR R S 1
SEIn) gt DL, P B SRR DNA B0 T3

A, I R AR R U FE Y nuDNA R REAR 4F
b S fige U ] 04 £ Ak 2H 2R 58 43 B i DNA [R] X 7k
w0 FL A BEAE Y DNA [TIRCSCR AN

W 7 i i & (glucocorticoid ) f& 55 2 A= HE 5 1)
CHBER 0 38 N PREE AT R A AN R A P A OC
BRI EE SRR Y R P R R
CIEERUEEENIN=27 37 EaIRSE 2411} NS S =F /I €I DR
rhi BRI A3 A VR P TP R B B R L TT
DA 0 7 5 A 0 2 28 g A LIRS B I A A
GESE IR B TR AR, A B AR I
RN S B SR B B R AR
DNA 1 $& U 58 4l 7 1) TAE  TEAR Z2 0P 58 vh H AE
I HREC X TR B P BAEAS I ARAR K. Bk, 77
BRI — Rl = -DNA JESR IO 75




802 o4 3 B o W

45 %:
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1 HRE5HE

1.1 FEACREE

R EPIBAEA 79 1y, HoA 28 FL4E (Pavo muti-
cus) 361, 45 GP-01 ~ GP-36, 1t & KAl & 5 7 Th
15 (Grus japonensis) 22 4} , %i*5 DDH-01 ~ DDH-22,
RFBKAEW G ; T 8Y (Emberiza rutila ) F1/NEY (E. pu-
silla) FRF/NAS 28 H A B89 14 477, 45 LW-01 ~
LW-14,/NES 7 0y , 4 5 XW-01 ~ XW-07. 1t4h, i
FKET AMNIAREAR B S RE 10, RILEM
AJE N = A BB R B R L B 5g Bk Y B
HNE I, PEIUES AR AR 28 5 R BF AR S W b L L
B4 bl FNE A B4 Bl B4R | S /NG A A 34 i 2R
T ATAE 55 55 M IR T AR 2 T4 . SRFLAE N
EHNEMIES ~4aFEIHE EEP" AP B Y
SRy SR 110 58 S S B S R 2R, WO S
B[] P B S RN S o 4P B B A AR R AR
AR TR IR . WUAREAS B T =20 CH2 TR
A7
1.2 DH-CoExHy&tr
1.2.1 DH-CoEx %) &2

DH-CoEx i 1 fif /] Tris-NaCl-Ca® 2% #p ¥ %5 A%
TNE(Tris-NaCl-EDTA ) 2%t , T4 =5 1 A fb gl 21
S AT E PRI AR, ST DNA FER 1
FRCRET . B E Ca” 521 PCR SE560 , T 165 A
EDTA Z 4 Ca. [RIEF, B8 & A B K A1 DTT &,
i W AN E) 45 5 28 3 ~ 4 b, LABRR £ 25 11 5520 246
TREEBEGME . 7RI DNA R Rt S hn &5
A IR A s O PR E A Ay, T RN
Pt 26 BB 7 T 2 0T DNA DLYE . B , EER WL

B DNA S50 25, 100 R 000838 DR e T e 1 2 B
FHOR B AETE W, T R ik Imllie
1.2.2 PEHFRGTLHE

A PIEFEA FHIBCHIMIS ~ 10 mgiUA 1. 5 mL
EP 4 1, FH 29%SDS ¥ Wi = 11 30 min, $& )5 FH 215K
e 1 75% R UL S min, BTG B 5 ML
HAR T
1.2.3 MK H LA DNA-# & HIRR

K WEFRHL 5 mg 1140 B 3 (%) P B AE AR B 2=
W 1.5 mL EP & AR A 350 pL Tris-NaCl-
Ca™ WP .75 wL & FI i K (20 mg/mL) .75 pL DTT
(200 mg/mL) F140 L SDS(15%) . iiEiRi=i7 30 s, 1E
56 CAKEHINAL 3 ~ 4 h, BlJSiNA 20 wL EDTA
(0. 5 mol/L) , FRIR AR5 , 4k S K 1 h e B 42
afi, BEARLBRIE

(1)HL400 WL &M IA BB 1.5 mL EPEE 2
I2P5] 30 s, #HE 3 min, 12 000 t/min 50> 15 min.

(2) W B I T A0 1.5 mL EP A5, A%
RS, BRI 50 30 s, [ F A 40 WL 4 2k
(FpRMEN R ), R E T 1 min, IR FE 3 min,
HEwiER ) 283 . s & TR L0
REER , W RO AV T 258 0 EP A v LR U .

(3) BE S35 EBUR EPAY, 45 T A 600 pl
Buffer W1 (AxyPrep, 1) , 52555 2) 30 s, 45 EP &
BRGS0 B AR

(4) NWE S48 EBCR EP A, 8145 Fh il A 600 L
Buffer W2 (AxyPrep, H1[H) , 5252455 30 s, % EP 4
BT LTI AR, BE
R4,

(5) NG ZBRIE W, B EP 45 LA 2 000 r/min 25
030 s, FRUCE T #E 28 LT RE 1 B WS IR
W FIRITHEET 5 ~ 10 min, B LR EHER

(6)HUTF EP45, A 100 wL 65 °C ddH,0, #E %
1B27,56 “C/Kif 15 min, BB 2 ~ 3 min FB4RIR 2] 10 s,
4 EP A MK ECH . 5 000 t/min #5000 1 min, &
THETIER FATRE 4R /NG I EIE (H A9 DNA
WO ZH 1.5 mL EP P, B T VKA -20 CIETT

(7)f FF [ A B B (SPE ) 5 %45 38 (2) 15 2 A i
WEAT PR BRI I A 1 B T B ELISA A i
& (B A YR A BR AR ED e 45
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1.3 DH-CoEx[1yn] HTE AL
1.3.1 TH 3 miDNA K B K E 6 7-4F

L2 AL 4 APF T AS mtDNA AR , 3531 PCR 5|
PP AR EM BAr B (R 1), 1 RN
1E 50 pLAK R th 47, 4345 2 x EasyTaq PCR Super-
Mix (2 &AW ARARAR, P ED25 pL, . F
WEn 19 (10 pmol/L) % 1 pL, DNA #i#% 5 wL, ddH,0
18 wLo f#i 1 9700 % PCR ¥ 544 (GeneAmp, 3 [ )

PorE, PHIRRRE 95 CHUAETE S min; 94 ‘CAEME 45 s,
Fiz FEGH I B3R SR BEIR Kk 45 5,72 CHEAf145 5,354
PEI GRS RS 72 “CHEMH 10 mine MERDP 1
N R AR 4 WL AT 1. 5% B REEE A
PRGN , FL 9K 2% M A 1 x TAE,95 VR HLiK 25 min.
Bifi J5 , 8 F AxyPrep DNA % B [0] 328 1) 45 (Axygen,
o ED) Sk R, I R4 T XL IR] Sanger I 5, I 7 371)
AT BLAST [RJUEE X o

R FHEmDNA FEBREIS| ¥ 5 R IR NGR

Tab. 1 The primer sequences for the amplifying mtDNA fragments and their annealing temperatures

Yyl EIE/EA FIFH(5'—3") I EE bp B IR EE/C
Species Primer name Primer sequence(5'—3") Length Annealing temperature
F: GGCACCCAACATCCGAAAATC
G-1 196 52
R: TGAGGAGAAGGCTAGGGATGT
F: CGAAACGTACAATACGGCTGAC
G-2 293 60
AL R: AATCCCCCTCAGGCTCATTC
Pavo muticus F: TCCACTAGGCATCTCATCCAAC
G-3 351 60
R: AGAATTTGGGAGAGTGGACGG
F: ACCTCACCTACCCCAACAAG
G-4 416 60
R: AGGGCTCCAATTAGGGCGTAT
F: CGCTCATACATGCCGAAACG
GJ-1 290 60
R: ATTCTACGAGGGTTTGGCCG
F: TCGATCTACCCACCCCATCG
GJ-2 201 60
R: CGTTTGCATGTAGGTTGCGG
F: TCCCATACATCGGCCAAACC
GJ-3 446 60
R: GAGGATTAGTACGGAGGCGG
F: CTCATACATGCCGAAACG
GJ-4 357 52
R: GGAGGAGGAAGTGTAAGGT
F: GCTCGAAAAGGCCCAAACAT
GJ-5 509 60
R: TCTGTAAGGTCGAATGGAGCG
i et F: TGGCCCTTCTCCTAGCAATC
FHI@% . GJ-6 610 60
Grus japonensis R: AATCGTGGGTAAGAAGCTCGG
F: TATCCACCCTATTTGCCGCC
GJ-7 772 60
R: TTTATGGAGGTGAGGCGGTG
F: TTTGGGCTCCACCCATGATT
GJ-8 986 60
R: AGGTCGATTAGGTGGGAAGC
F: CGAGCAGAAGCCAATACAGC
GJ-9 1181 60
R: AGGTCGATTAGGTGGGAAGC
F: CCTCCCCATTGCCTTATTCGT
GJ-10 1350 60
R: TTTATGGAGGTGAGGCGGTG
F: AGGTCGAGCAGAAGCCAATAC
GJ-11 1227 60
R: AAGTCGGCAAGCCCTTCTG
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1.3.2 mtDNA IR Z#5+F 4%

& H Ngatia et al. AR5, % DH-CoEx 32U
79 15 SPIRARE A () miDNA PR 7€ 0. WARIE
) o e R v s LSRR 1 ) A R b o R
LRI 380 4 Fl 2R A UL DNA . I TaRfLE
T-A LR qPCR 5910 G-2, ¥ 34 9 miDNA | Bt
K R 293 bps T PFI0UES | 58 B9 F /N BG T-A 5o P&
F1qPCR 5194 GJ-2, 97 4 19 miDNA F Be K B R
201 bp, #EE &8 PCR N 7E 10. 0 pLAR R T,
WG 1.0 L DNA BB ,5.0 pL TB Green Premix
ExTaq Il (TaKaRa, HA), | FiF5| 945 0. 4 L A
3.2 pLEE TR, PR 95 CHiALYE30 5595 C
PS5, 60 “CiE k34 5,72 ‘CIEAH 30 s, 40 DFFF ;
PEMREE T 72 CHEAH 10 s, 2 )b JH BTK-96 SEIF 3¢
JE 1t PCR AT (TE8) A 28 i AE W H AR A IR R 58
Ao AT FE A H miDNA 145 DUEOR EA
DH-CoEx TEA ] 5 28 PRl rp AR USRIt S7
FEAR ¢ 6 50 X6 N [v) 7 e 3 RS ] (R 0 1 258 ) 3F) B B
A AT 2 M 22 T A T, BOHE A BB FE IBM SPSS
Statistics 25 ¥4 4T,

1.3.3 M E R T MG

56 UFE DH-CoEx £ B 3P DNA 766 T2 5
B R oy T g A AT M X 4R LA (GP-01 ~ GP-36) |
FH%S (DDH-01 ~ DDH-22) \ 248 (LW-01 ~ LW-14)
F/INES (XW-01 ~ XW-07) 3 79 173 B 1 47 28 4~
TR A, Horp 22 L 48 FPFTUES 25 114, FEAS A /)N
AL 64~ BIY T A A 5 RR O LR 2,
PCR [ i 7E 15.0 wL & & i i 47, 045 2 x Rapid
Taq Master Mix (Jb 58 2 X GV B ARARA A,
E)5.0 uL, I F #5149 (10 pmol/L) £ 0.4 pL,
DNA £ #z (15 ng/wl) 9.0 pL, BSA 0.2 uL. f#i F
9700 %I PCR ¥ 344X (GeneAmp, L[ ) 14 . 3 2
JF:95 CHUAETE 5 min; 94 ‘CAEE 45 s, $i2 BRI (938
KR FER k45 5,72 “CHEAH 45 5,35 DGR ; I 45
WIS 72 “CHEAH 10 min, ¥ 3G 28 2. 0% T e B e
H VR 5 St ABI3 130 WG4 T B 4045 HEL Uk 43
2, It GeneMarker &b BEAF 5520 A5 3 PR AU 55 47 .
A A GIMLET Al 38 Ui 5567 ZE 4 45 252K (upper
allele dropout) (1 L 5], F-fufi FH A ST A AR ¢ A6 56 AN [+
BB RIS [V AT S 2 P B A A T i e 22
7, BHEAL IR TE IBM SPSS Statistics 25 84 iEf7 .

®2 WMIESIMFIIRBNEE

Tab. 2 Microsatellite primer sequences and annealing temperature

Pyl (LAY Bl FF (5 —37) 2 BB/ C
Species Locus Primer sequence (5'—3") Annealing temperature
PC3 F: GCTGGACAAAGGTGATTCTTC 60
R: TTGCACTGGACTTGGTAATGA
PC19 F: CTAGGGAAAGGCCAGGGTAG 55
R: TGGAAAGGAAAGGAGAGCAC
PC2S F: TCGTTTTTACACCTTGATTTT 55
R: GATCTTTTGTCTGTTTTCTTT
P4l F: GATCTGGAAGGGAGTGTGGA 60
R: TCCTTCACCTCAACACCAAA
PC46 F: TATACCGGGCTGCTGAACAT 60
R: GGAAGGAGAGGGCCTACAAT
LAl PC142 F: TGGAGGTCTTTTACAACCTTGG 60
Pavo muticus R: CAATTTTAACATTTGTGTATGTATGTG
PC148 F: ACGGTGACTCCTAACCGTTG 60
R: GATCCTTCGTCTGTGAGGTT
PCIS1 F: TTAATTGACAGCAGCAGAAAGA 60
R: CTAGTTTTCCATTTGCCTCG
F: TTCTCTCTGCTTTTG Al
PC201 CTCTCTGC GGCAC 60
R: AATGTCTGAGTGTGGGGGTC
F: TTTTGAAAGCTTTGGCCATT
pease R: CATGTTGCACAGCTGGATTC 53
F: GCCCTGTTCTGTCTTTTTGC
PC281 60
¢ R: CTGCATCACTTTGCATGACC




4 TS PR DNA FOE B2 5 2 2L R R T 52 805
&k 2
Yy Ff (=% BT H (5 —3") ) B KR EE/C
Species Locus Primer sequence (5'—3") Annealing temperature
] F: GCCTGTTGCAAGAACACAGA
12298 R: GGAGAAGTGAAGGGGAAGGT 60
F: CTGGGGCACATCCCTTACTA
GJ1385 R: CTGCCTGGTGTGAAATCCTT 60
F: GCAGGTTGCACCGATTAAAG
CJ8077 R: CTTCAGAGCAGGGAGAGGTG 3
i F: TACATGCGGGACAATGAAGA
(14066 R: GGCCCAGCAGAAGACTATCC 60
F: GAGA TCTTCCCTAAT
cnen CAGACCCCOTCTICCC o
R: CTCCCACTGACCCAGAAGAG
P Coala F: GATCAATGCGAAGGATAGGGAGGT "
Grus japonensis b R: TCATCAATCTATTATTTGCCTCAGC
- F: TTCATAGACATATGCTTACCTGTTCT o
pa R: ATCCATCCATCTATCTATCTATCTATCTATC
Coaio F: TGCACAGGTTTGGCCAAGAAG “
pa R: TTCCAAAGTGAAATTAAAGGTGTGTGG
11430 F: GGTTTGTAGGTCGCCCATTA "
R: AGGTGGGCAAAATGAGATTG
s F: GCACACAGTGAGGAGACCAGTGA o
pa- R: CCTTGATGTGGGAAGACAACTGC
F: TGACTGAGCCCTAACCTGCT
GJ2101 R: CTGGCACTCTCCTGCTCTCT 60
o F: CTGTTCATTAACTCACAGGT i
ol R: AGTGAAACTTTAATCAGTTG
bdos ] F: GATCCACAGACGCAGACACAG s
© R: CATGCTGAATATACTTTGTGAACTTGC
F: AAGGGTGCAGGTGTCTTCTG
w1 6
HAG /S Ma-6-1 R: GGTGAAGGGGTGGTGGTTAT 58
Emberiza rutila , Emberiza
. F: CCAGTTAAGGACAGGCTGGG
pusilla M4-7 57
R: AGCAGCATCCATCTTGTGCT
Parmo F: ACCCAAACAAGAGCAGCAAT 53
amo R: TCCTGAGGGATAAGAAGGAATTT
2o F: TCTGATATTTCAACAGCATGCAC 5
R: GCGCAACATTTCCATGCAC

1.3.4 RS ERREGNE

TE7 L0 = S R AL 25 i Bl |, >R
B ST S A Ao R B R AR AR . i 2k
F o ELISA 3570 & (i R AR YR A FRA ],
WD) AR BRI A5 2D BRI AE 1. 2. 3715 A R HR Kz T
P o B, KN RE AR £ 55 GP-01 ~ GP-10, DDH-01 ~
DDH-06,LW-01 ~ LW-14 F1 XW-01 ~ XW-07., Jy [
R iR 2, B HEAREIT2IRER  IFiHE Y
(B o 6 FH 2 S AR o G 56 X6 S ) i 5 AR A [ A A
BRI B REA AT R 22 A b, B Ak B
£ IBM SPSS Statistics 25 #4417 o 525 it A4
Ak 4 GUFL B AR AR R 7 S (SO ~ S5 J5T 5 v BB MK IR
70.10.20.40.80 160 ng/mL) EEA TG B AT

PR-HRP .20 x PR R A Y B & 1R &
BRI

2 HR

2.1 ny i mtDNA JyEBEKE

L DH-CoEx 3 B 1) £ L 48 F1 P3 10 5 3 & DNA
AT AR BE () mtDNA B B 85086 . 258 8
7 SR AL FEA B D) 196,293 351,416 bp (1)
F B PR REAS Y19 4 201 ~ 1 350 bp K B9 A
B TERINEITN A B ¥ R —H
RS2 B 4571, I A DR R BB 1 48 o v 5 38 A ([
1) P Har=4 7505 i BLAST RV e, #iA T
I
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GP-01 GP-02 GP-03 GP-04 GP-05 M

[ 2 000 bp

[ )

o 500 bp

o 250 bp

] 100 bp

2% fL4E Pavo muticus
M. DL2000 DNA marker.

DDH-01 DDH-02 DDH-03 DDH-04 DDH-05 M

2000 bp

500 bp

250 bp

100 bp

TYT5%S Grus japonensis

1 % FDH-CoEx2ERHY I B & DNA X R [E 4 B mtDNA B B 3 R

Fig. 1 The amplification results of mtDNA fragments of different lengths extracted from feather samples using DH-CoEx

2.2 4Fh R mtDNA $RIU R e A

TE P TOURS A Ay R R 5 2 i AR %, S /N g
FE R /NS B 2 AR 3, RO 56 5 S (R AU /N 3P 6
fitf 75 B X DH-CoEx $2 BUSCR 2 M . ¢ E it PCR
Oy MM (I 2A) , EE S mg FHTUES B B RE A (DDH-
01 ~ DDH-22) B mtDNA SE-2455% D180 (3. 24 x
10° + 4.87 x 10%) , FE 48 (LW-01 ~ LW-14) Fil /] 3
(XW-01 ~ XW-07) (1>F- 3345 DI 555332 (7. 49 x 10* +
7.68 x 10*) F1(5. 86 x 10* + 7.20 x 10*) , 45 K
B2 A P BB ATS T/ N 20 ¢ G 0 ARG )

A 3x105
5
K=}
E
=
< <
z 2x10°F
3
<
Z
2 1x10°}
g
=
;‘3
425 0
Z
2
E -
-1 %103

K Big /N Small
5,247 Bird size

BEER(P=0.112),

SRILAE PV EAEA ML IS R 3 ~ 4 a i, AR FBR
IHPIE, PHI0UES S B AR AR DU Ry 3 I3 7, A 359 6 o)
B 9GE R PCRAM IR, B 5 mg LRFLE P EFE
A (GP-01 ~ GP-36) 1, P H2 HUE] mtDNA 5 DL
(3.09 x 10* + 5.47 x 10*) ; & 5 mg J} [l # (DDH-
01 ~ DDH-22) P EAEA T, -5 U2 miDNA #% D1
B (3.24 % 10* + 4. 87 x 10*) . PR Z 6] T
FHXEF(P=0.442, K 2B) , 2 0 )8 (18 ff 72 B X6}
DH-CoEx ] DNA $ B3R 52 i EL 434

B
5
K=}
E 2x10°}
a
>
(=%
3
<
Z
2 1x10°}F
g
5 H
= y
A e’{\
-:E ﬁ;%’—i::'—th
g
Bt Fresh F:IH O1d

FEARZEHAD Sample type

B2 DH-CoExZEARRFMHEARBE mDNAREE

Fig. 2 The comparison of mtDNA copies in different feather samples using DH-CoEx

2.3 PESR

X4 525 79 {7 P EFEA DNA #4728 M 12
TS A o gL 114 RIS 114, SEAS A
NESSE 64 A5 BN S FLAE FIHI DNA (GP-01 ~
GP-36) 1943 R 2%k (98. 23 + 3. 65)%(90. 91% ~
100. 00% ) ; P} T %% (DDH-01 ~ DDH-22) {43 %1 i 2
KA (96.69 +9.11)% (63. 64% ~ 100. 00% ) ; 5= 44
(LW-01 ~ LW-14) 53 B 5l 2l %647 (98. 81 + 4. 46) %
(83.33% ~ 100. 00% ) ; /NS (XW-01 ~ XW-07) 1 53

AU T %k 100. 00% . 38 23 Bk GIMLET 44 5 1 i
ALY B L, 25 5 R 4 Fh 20
0o R it A7 FEAS 19 43 BB #2 B < 150 bp 150 ~ <
200 bp 1 = 200 bp #E175341, & 3L PCR ¥ 44 7= 1 11y
KX RN R HA B E R (F£3). YK
J& =200 bp i}, 3 RULE 25 1K, 4(97. 50 £ 2. 15)%;
MK BEAE 150 ~ <200 bp B, 43 B Bl T 6 42 5 2]
(98. 11 +2.68)% ;1M 24 K J& < 150 bp i, 43 i, 2y
#3%(99. 60 +0.80)%.
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#3 DH-CoEx1REXHI 4 7 B F DNA WM AR K EE A E
B H6 i A Th 2R
Tab. 3 Detection success of feather DNA extracted from four bird spe-

cies using DH-CoEx for different-sized microsatellite alleles

K BN 2R /% Detection success

YIFh Species
<150bp 150 ~<200bp =200 bp
Lk FL4E Pavo muticus 98. 41 100. 00 95.83
FFIES Grus japonensis 100. 00 96. 21 95.59
/NES Emberiza pusilla 100. 00 100. 00
LS Emberiza rutila 100. 00 98.57

4% 10

i3]

ier

2 x 10k

2 BE R

B
Allele signal peak height

K Big /NS Small

152847 Bird size

SR T VA 5 28 AR AL X B TR A B S LA
ABI3100 i8££ 5 HT A1 075 0 25037 FE PR 5 1) 068 1
ot BB R KT S 2 P TS R R /N
FEH TR NEG PRI TR RISE IR . AR AE R
N, RIS ES R E S TR RP =
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Fig. 3 The comparison of microsatellite genotyping effects in different feather samples using DH-CoEx
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Fig. 4 The comparison of corticosterone extraction amounts in different feather samples using DH-CoEx
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